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EDITORIAL 


Shoemaker Stick 
To Your Last 


Let a voice of pleading be raised in behalf of 
both a knowledge and a diligent presentation of 
the contents of the Bible on the part of the Min- 
ister of the Word. There was a time when even 
ecclesiastical leaders had become so worldly, so 
cisalpine indeed, that they merited the charge of 
ignorance of the very book that gave them pre- 
sumably a message and certainly a standing under 
the sun. Tyndale seems not to have exaggerated 
when Foxe quotes him as saying to a churchman 
who claimed it were “better to be without God’s 
laws than His Popes’: “If God spare my life, ere 
many years, I will cause a boy who driveth a 
plough to know more of the Scripture than thou 
dost.” Not so long ago we were hearing the cry: 
It can’t happen here. What would Tyndale say 
now! 


If the recent hubbub over giving up sermons 
had any reasonable basis, no doubt it lay in the 
sermonizer’s ignore-ance, if not ignorance of the 
one Book which is the source of perennial interest 
because also of eternal life by the eternal God to 
an eternally identical humanity, despite veneer 
and venality, vagary and vanity. 


Not long back a minister was described by an- 
other member of the cloth, as knowing nothing 
about the Bible. Three reasons can be suggested 
as to ministerial] defalcation here, First, if the so- 
called religious leader is a modernistic liberal, 
there is consequently no particular reason for his 
possessing an understanding of the Word of God, 
saving by concession on his part that it can lay 
claim to a place as literature. Next, if the con- 
scionator is under the tutelage of some religious 
educationists, he has found it not necessary, if 
even proper, to learn and to teach facts: he 
merely thinks and seeks to inculcate thinking, Or 
lastly, the recreant pulpiteer may be too much in- 
terested in other things: he must be man’s man; 
he must be popular, a mixer, a good handshaker, 
hail-fellow-well-met, etc. His office-boy duties can- 
not be interfered with; the Church must be ad- 
ministered; religious education has its demands; 
Rotary and the menageris of service clubs cannot 
be overlooked, nor the Red Cross; and the U.S.O., 


vod 
ieee S 


G.A.R., D.A.R., F.F.V., B.P.O.E., B.S.A., ete, ad 
lib. (Gentle reader, please note that any disparage. 
ment of such worthy movements is only by con 
trast with the greatest calling known to mortal 
man). One wonders how much the Church e 
for $1,800.00 and manse; also what does Gol en 
pect from one called to preach the Gospel, se 
aside to the Sacred Office! 


We understand how Milton could say (and we 
add with Macaulay: “Milton thou shouldst be liv- 
ing at this hour; England hath need of thee.”) 
“The hungry sheep look up and are not fed.” Was 
Dr. William Lyon Phelps joking: “Better a knovw- 
ledge of the Bible without a college education, 
than a college education without a knowledge of 
the Bible?” Every candidate for the ministry 
should be required at minimum to read the Bible 
through, each year of his course, in addition to 
his other studies, All the lines of investigation and 
pursuit are of value to the preacher only as they 
illustrate, enforce, and inculcate, the teachings of 
the Supreme Book. 


Serving tables has been taboo for the minister 
ever since the book of Acts. The preacher’s busi- 
ness is to preach the Word, not to manage 4 


. Church! Let the congregation hire a business ex- 


pert. As often as the parson turns aside from the 
plain and plenary presentation of the Holy Scrip 
tures, which are so delicately adjusted as to Ir 
filtrate and color and regulate all human conduct 
as in the sight of God, he invites trouble. Know 
ledge is not now the possession of the privil 

class. The Bible is no longer chained to the pul- 
pit—would that the preacher were! Preacher and 
person are no more identical. Other experts 

specialists are in the field. There remains only one 
direction in which the minister can excel: woe 

to him if he neglects it! Shoemaker, stick a _ 


last. 





This Is A Great Day For 
The Calvinistic Faith 


Prophets of doom are numerous. They are able 
to present a plausible case without much effort 


When they tell us that despair is right around the 


corner it is not hard to believe. Many feel like 
H. G. Wells, who declared that man has come 
the end of his tether. We are constantly remin 
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that we can not be certain of anything and surely 
not of the future. 


From a philosophical standpoint we are shut up 
to three views of life. The first is the conception 
that this is an accidental world. The philosophical 
term is casualism. This view holds that both the 
origin and the administration of all things is by 
accident or chance. It expresses the idea that our 
world came together by a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms, and all subsequent changes have likewise 
been fortuitous. This theory would have us to 
believe that the history of both the human race 
and the individual is at the bottom accidental. 
According to the proponents of this idea the history 
of the world is but a narration of accidents. This 
is the gambler’s view of life, but it certainly does 
not give any meaning to life or any hope for the 
future, On this basis the future is dark indeed 
because what is going to “happen” will take place 
without rhyme or reason. Surely this is a drab 
view. 


The second philosophy goes to the opposite 
extreme, It is called fatalism. It is based on the 
notion that the world’s entire history in its many 
manifestations has been necessitated by the decree 
of fate. It is the decree of a mindless and heartless 
power. This is not a novel idea because the ancient 
Stoics propagated it. To some extent the deists 
adopted it as they conceived of the world as a 
vast machine operated by its own power. There 
are various modifications of this idea but it always 
ends in a remorseless power sweeping the affairs 
of the world on to some unknown destination. This 
view removes the foundation under all human 
freedom and personal accountability, It, too, leads 
to darkness and despair. 


There is a third view of life and destiny that 
is usually called Calvinism. It is named after John 
Calvin who gave us a magnificent system of theo- 
logical thought based on the teaching of the 
Scriptures. It has its distinctive view of Providence. 
Calvinism is opposed to the philosophies of chance, 
and blind determinism. It avoids both errors al- 
though misinformed critics of Calvinism have 
sometimes identified it with these false views. 
Calvinism holds that we live in a free world and 
yet emphatically denies that it is an accidental 
world. It maintains that we live in a certain world, 
but in the same breath denies that it is a necessita- 
ted world. Calvinism enthrones God. It declares 
with jubilation that God is Sovereign and there- 
fore dethrones both chance and fate. The sovereign 
God of Calvinism has mind, heart, conscience, and 
will. It is this God Who rules every department 
of life according to His own nature. It is this God 
Who knows the end from the beginning. Under 
His sway there are no uncertainties or accidents 
m any part of His program. Calvinism therefore 
is a faith for a time like this when the heart craves 
certainty and dependability. It is Calvinism that 
enables us to see the blackest manifestations of 
the evil nature of man and yet not yield to despair 
because of the assurance that God is God and His 


Crone is established in the Heavens for ever and 
er. 


This faith meets the needs of our souls, and the 
special demands of an atomic age. This faith will 
appeal to “the reasoning man.” It will also offer, 
as Calvin put it in the Confession of Faith drawn 
up for the Genevan Church, “A firm and solid 
confidence of the heart.” When this faith takes 
Toot in the depths of the heart we shall enter into 


po ae 


a glorious experience of peace of mind, poise of 
spirit and joy of heart. This is the faith to which 
we are committed. In the light of this truth we 
can face the terrors of our day and the eventuali- 
ties of the future with the full assurance that we 
—_ be more than conquerors through Him Who 
oved us. 


“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessing on your head.” 


—J.R.R. 


What Kind Of 


Education? 


The potentialities of war in this atomic age are 
so staggering that we are actually seeing fulfilled 
Christs’s statement that a time is coming when 
“men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 


Those who have talked with outstanding scien- 
tists today frankly say they are desperately afraid. 
Powers of destruction have been discovered and 
brought into scientific contro] without corres- 
ponding moral and spiritual controls to protect 
civilization from its own hand. 


Dr. Robert M. Hutchins states that it is estimated 
that the present stock-pile of atomic bombs is 
sufficient to destroy every city in the world. 


But, when Dr, Hutchins, and others, state that 
the one hope of the world is education we have 
the right to stop and ask, “What do you mean by 
education?” 


The University of Chicago, of which Dr. 
Hutchins is the brilliant Chancellor, has done much 
to promote and advance scientific knowledge. At 
the same time it has been one of the leaders in 
contemporary education to destroy the one thing 
which can make scientific knowledge safe for the 
world—faith in God, in the supernatural and in 
His Word. 


We agree that education, the right kind of 
education, is absolutely essential if civilization, as 
we know it, is to be saved. But, every Christian 
knows that education without Christ is but sharp- 
ening the tools of the Devil. 


The tragic situation in much so-called Christian 
education today is an attempt to tone down or 
compromise Christian truth to meet essentially 
races or other transient philosophies of 

e. 


In a recent issue of “The Christian Century,” 
Dr. Roger L. Shinn, instructor in the philosophy 
of religion and systematic theology at Union 


rn Seminary, New York, has an article 
entitled, “Confusion in the Colleges.” 


Dr. Shinn’s observations are interesting and 
thought provoking but some of his deduetions 
show the poles separating evangelical and liberal 
theology. He writes: 


Fundamentalism, or pseudo fundamentalism, 
is still a major problem. Few students actually 
believe in fundamentalist doctrines but the 
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majority still assume that the church more or 
less does, Therefore, if they are sympathetic 
to Christianity, they try to work themselves 
into an acceptance of a semi-fundamentalism; 
or, if they are unsympathetic, they reject 
Christianity because it is fundamentalist. One 
who tries to convey Christianity to the stu- 
dent mind—though he may start without the 
slightest intention—of refighting the old bat- 
tle against fundamentalism, or his own pur- 
pose may be to criticize American modernism 
from a more biblical or “orthodox” point of 
view—usually finds that he must first clear 
away biblicist and literalistic, misunderstand- 
ings. Often this is so much of an effort that 
he never gets around to his real purpose. 


The shortcomings of fundamentalism are 
obvious; but again, compared with the more 
genuinely Protestant conception of faith, it is 
a beautifully precise creed. So students defend 
or attack it as if it were Christianity. Again 
and again the question is raised: “But if you 
accept evolution, how can you believe anything 
the Bible says?” Or the assertion is made: 
“People figured out these religious explana- 
tions because they didn’t know better, but 
now we know the truth and don’t need them.” 


Against these ideas it is not easy to express 
the Protestant conception of faith, which is 
neither a literal acceptance of objective church 
authority or documents, nor a subjective whim, 
but a relationship to God which forms the 
basis for certain statements of truth. 


We do not like the term “fundamentalist” or 
“fundamentalism” because we know some claiming 
these names with which we certainly do not wish 
to be identified. We prefer “evangelical” and 
“evangelical theology’: but more of that another 
time. 


The issue which Dr. Shinn so clearly makes is 
this—We evangelicals do accept an authority which 
the liberal denies. We accept the authority of God 
as revealed in His Son, His Spirit in our hearts, 
and His written Word. The liberal is desperately 
afraid of accepting the Bible literally and as a 
result builds up a religious philosophy lacking in 
power and constantly changing in direction and 
emphasis. Even so, this same liberal will quote the 
Scriptures to prove some particular point he wishes 
to make but will deny to his opponent the right to 
recognize authority in all of the ‘Word. 


The disturbing point in the education Dr. Shinn 
is writing about is the assumption that faith in 
the evangelical doctrines of Christianity must be 
swept from the mind of a student before he can 
“come to grips with his own beliefs or with an 
—s contemporary statement of Christian 
aith. 


‘It is articles such as this which point out s0 
clearly that the “Christianity” of the modernist 
and the Christianity of the evangelical is not the 
same thing. Entirely too much time and effort has 
been put into trying to reconcile the two. 


It has been said that for the first time in history, 
“time is not on our side.” Certainly, the task of 
the Christian Church is the greatest that it has 
ever faced. We believe that even now a mighty 
spiritual awakening within the Church will bring 
a revival such as the world has never known, a 
revival which can bring millions now living under 
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the shadow of an atomic war, into the hope and 
assurance of eternal salvation. 


If the Church will stop trying to “make the 
world a better place to live in” and will center 
her activities in winning men to a saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus as their Savior from sin, we believe 
she will accomplish the cherished desire of all_, 
better world because there are more Christians, 


Yes, we need more education, but it must be 
Christian, not pagan. —L.N.B. 


God’s Economy 


It is easy to become impatient with those who 
fail to see what to us is the obvious. We certainly 
become impatient with Christian leaders who set 
up elaborate solutions for the economic ills of the 
world and who at the same time fail to present 
the one certain and infallible solution to economic 
problems. 


In no realm of life is Christ more specific than 
he is with reference to a man’s economic needs 
and how they are to be met. In the Sermon on the 
Mount he takes up the question of clothing, food, 
houses and he tells us that God “knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things.” 


Then, he tells us how these are to be obtained, 
“But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and al] these things shall be added 
unto you.” 


Here the Church has the solution to the problem 
which is vexing the world—economic security. 
When men put God first He guarantees economic 
security. Not riches, but the things we need. Too 
often we are seeking the benefits of Christianity 
for an unbelieving world. If we will reverse the 
order and seek to win men to the place where 
they put God first in their lives these other 
material problems pale into ee “a 


Not Answered 


Except for the first night, the writer attended 
the recent meeting of the General Assembly only 
the last hour on Tuesday afternoon, when the 
question of the Federal Council was under discus 
sion. 


The outstanding impression of the discussion was 
that little or no attempt was made to answer the 
accusations leveled at the Federal Council. Instead, 
those for the Council would tell a joke and speak 
slightingly of some one who had exposed some of 
the activities of the Council rather than to refute 
the questions raised. 


There was.a very definite reason for this. These 
accusations could not be answered. We do not mean 
such wild statements as those that the Federal 
Council is Communistic. We do not for one minute 
consider it to be that, altho unquestionably some 
of their policies are headed towards socialism and 
some members of the Council have certainly been 
associated with left-wing and Communist-front 
organizations. 


But, no one tried to deny the fact that the 
Council is dominated by outstanding modernists. 


Nor did they deny that the Council has promoted 
economic ideas and conferences which have in- 


ewdeasastouw 
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creased the tension between labor and capital; the 
Pittsburg meeting for instance. 


Nor did they deny that the Council does initiate 
policies for the Church, altho they claim not to 


do 80. 


Nor did any one deny that the Council has 
declared all racial barriers to be un-Christian— 
something which, if put into practice in the South 
would certainly result in civil war. 


No, no attempt was made to answer these and 
many other objections to the stand and activities 
of the Federal Council. 


We feel that the proponents of the Council will 
be more wise if they present these very legitimate 
objections to the Council. To belittle those who 
raise these issues is very poor procedure to say 
the least. —L.N.B. 


- : - 


~~ On Morals And 


Manners 


We recently heard of a minister who is greatly 
distressed over the behavior of seme young people 
in certain Christian schools in his city. This concern 
is based on personal observations, not hearsay, and 
is felt by a man who under no circumstances could 
be called prudish in his outlook on life. 


As we have stated before; the average young 
person has two strikes already called on him when 
he goes out into life. The salacious pictures in 
“respectable” magazines, the filth which is por- 
trayed in so many moving pictures under an 
attractive guise, the conversation and even the 
dress of his and her contemporaries, all of these 
things conspire against young people. That so 
many of these boys and girls remain clean and 
fine is but by God’s grace and the prayers of 
loved ones. 


It is our conviction that the Church has failed 
to hold up a standard of Christian manners and 
morals sorely needed today. “Worldly Conformity” 
has become respectable. What has become of 
Church discipline? For twenty-five years we saw 
a Chinese Church which set up and maintained 
certain standards of Christian behavior. Church 
members were suspended and even excommunicated 
from membership. We have seen a Chinese pastor 
and his Chinese session administer Church discip- 
line and announce the action from the pulpit, 
something which took courage and convictions too 
often lacking here today. 


Apparently it is much easier to preach on 
economic, racial and labor problems than on the 
personal ways of Church members which show 
them to be carnal and not spiritual. 


The excesses of the times brought about a 
revulsion and the Puritans arose to bear witness. 
Certainly the Church must lead today if there is 
to be a return to night living. To those entrusted 
with the leadership of young people there rests 
today a peculiar responsibility. There are so many 
ways for wholesome good times that to compromise 
om the world shows lack of imagination and 

ity. 


Our Christian schools and young people’s leaders 
must lead the way. —L.N.B. 
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Trust 


Spurgeon says in one of his sermons, “There is 
a tendency in the heart of man to want something 
to look at rather than something to trust to.” 
This observation is true. The downfall of Israel 
came from a love for objects of gold, silver, wood 
and stone in place of a love for the living God. 
The ceremonialist in religion risks substituting 
sensory experiences for worshipping God in spirit 
and in truth. 


The tendency is manifested in time of danger. 
There are professing Christians who would rather 
look at doctors than trust in the Lord. They have 
more confidence in medicine and surgery than in 
prayer, There should be no antithesis between 
human help and divine help, but carnal Christians 
definitely regard the latter as vague and remote. 


The tendency is also manifested in financial 
concern. Few there are who will rejoice in the 
pledged resources of God when there is little left 
in the bank account. If the money cannot be seen 


and is not readily available, they worry and are 
panicky. 


_ The reason why so many are afraid of the future 
is that they cannot put their eyes on it. They will 
not leave the future to God. It has been well said, 
“We may not know what is in the future, but we 
know who is in the future.’ Let us trust Him. He 
is trustworthy. 


Long ago Hosea said of a deliverance in store 
for Judah, using the words of God, “I will have 
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save 
them by Jehovah their God, and will not save them 
by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, 
nor by horsemen” (Hosea 1:7). This was probably 
a prophecy of the deliverance from the Assyrian 
host under Sennacherib. It came true. So will God’s 
promises come true for us if we only fie, Him. 


Progress 


We have been pulling for Jackie Robinson ever 
since he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers as their first 
basemen, He has overcome difficulties we do not 
fully appreciate. His teammates too have shown a 
tolerance and sportsmanship which is most com- 
mendable. Christians, while disapproving of Sunday 
baseball we can still be thankful for this great 
national sport which has, as a whole, had such a 
wholesome influence on America. That a negro has 
by sheer ability won a place for himself at the 
top in this game is a welcome sign. 


And, to turn to a more artistic sphere; as one 
listens to the wonderful voice (“one such in a 
hundred years”) of Marian Anderson one rejoices 
in her success, all the more so because she has 
combined with her gifts as an artist the more 
wonderful gift of humility and true Christian faith. 


We do not believe that many negroes desire the 
breaking down of racial barriers. What they desire, 
and deserve, is the elimination of discriminations 
which bar their rightful progress. 


In this movement Christians should lead. 
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The Book Of Isaiah (II) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the fourteenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Instruction. by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


That Isaiah, the son of Amoz, was the author 
of the entire book which bears his name, appears 
to have been the almost unanimous verdict of both 
Christian and Jewish tradition. Indeed, it was not 
until the eighteenth century that any serious doubt 
on the question was expressed. Only two exceptions 
appear to be worthy of note. Moses ben Samuel 
Tbn Chiquitilla of Cordoba (c. 1100 A.D.) declared 
that Chapters 40-66 were not written by Isaiah. 
Abraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra of Toledo (T 1167) 
wrote a brilliant commentary on Isaiah in which 
he asserted the same position, However, these men 
did not elaborate their views in any great detail, 
and apparently had little influence in this respect. 


The Course Of Criticism 


It was in 1780, twenty seven years after the 
appearance of Jean Astruc’s work on Genesis, that 
a German scholar, Koppe, suggested in a footnote 
that the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah might in reality 
have been the work of Ezekiel or of some one who 
lived during the Captivity. Nine years later, in 
1789, a more competent work appeared, the com- 
mentary of Doederlein, in which the Dsaianic 
authorship of the twenty seven chapters, 40-66, 
was denied. Others joined in the discussion, and 
carried the position to its logical conclusion. It 
soon became apparent that if Isaiah could not have 
written Chapters 40-66, because of their alleged 
Babylonian atmosphere, he also could not have 
written the prophecies in the first portion of the 
book which have to do with Babylon. 


At the beginning of the nineteenth century and 
during its early years there were two dominant 
views concerning the authorship of the prophecy. 
One was that the prophet Isaiah was the author of 
the entire book. This was the view that was held 
by those who relied upon the testimony of the New 
Testament. The other was promulgated largely by 
those who were under the influence of neological 
principles, to the effect that the book of Isaiah as 
we have it ‘was the product of many authors. 


At this time the great Hebrew scholar Gesenius 
came out in defence of the unity of chapters 40-66. 
He did not believe that Isaiah was the author of 
these chapters, but he did believe that they were 
the work of one man, an unknown prophet who 
lived toward the close of the exile. Pellewing 
Gesenius comes the period when the reverent 
study of Isaiah reached its height. A number of 
scholars, all sincere believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, produced remarkable articles and com- 
mentaries, in which they defended the unity of 
authorship of the prophecy. It is a delight to the 
soul to study such works. Among these men may 
be mentioned Saspari, Drechsler, Henderson, Hahn, 
Stier and Delitzsch (Delitzsch later expressed un- 
certainty as to the authorship of 40-66). We may 
also mention the great Presbyterian scholar of this 
country, Joseph Addison Alexander, who wrote one 


of the finest, if not the finest, commentary on the 
prophecy. 


Side by side with this galaxy of conservative 
commentaries appeared a number of works de. 
fending the view that a “second” Isaiah had com- 
posed Chapters 40-66. This figure of the “second” 
Isaiah was being heralded as a great prophet. In 
him, it was being asserted, the religion of Israel 
had reached the pinnacle of development. 


The throne, however, upon which the “second” 
Isaiah sat, was beginning to totter, and in 1892 
a blow was struck from which this unknown prophet 
never has and probably never will recover. It was 
in this year that Bernhard Duhs, the professor of 
theology at Basel, issued the first edition of his 
commentary. Duhn maintained that the “second” 
Isaiah had written not chapters 40-66, but only 
40-55. Futhermore, this author lived not in Babylon 
but probably in Phoenicia. Chapters 56-66 were 
written after the exile and probably in Jerusalem. 
Their author received from Duhn the designation 
“third” Isaiah. As a matter of fact, the prophecy, 
as Duhn handled it, became not the work of three 
men, but in reality a little library of prophetical 
writings. 


This process of dissection, begun by Duhn, was 
carried out by others with more or less consistency. 
But a reaction was bound to come, and come it 
did. It appeared for example in the studies of a 
school of thought which regarded the messages of 
the prophets as spoken words and sought to classify 
those oracles into specific categories. More and 
more, critics began to lay some emphasis upon the 
underlying unity of portions of the prophecy. 


In the present writer’s opinion, the really strong 
blow against the prodecure of Duhn appeared in 
the work of an American scholar, C, C. Torrey, 
who maintained that Chapters 34-66, with the 
exception of 36-39, was the work of one man, who 
lived in Jerusalem. Torrey’s work has not been too 
widely accepted, but it is indeed a refreshing 
study in contrast to the utterly erroneous views of 
Duhm and his followers. 


In 1943 a Roman Catholic scholar, Kissane, came 
forth with a trenchant refutation of Dubm’s 
position. Thus, at the present day, there appears te 
be little unanimity of opinion as to the question 
of the authorship of Chapters 40-66. For the most 
part, the three Isaiah or two Isaiah theory seems 
to hold the field. 


What Shall We Believe? 


If the reader had followed this brief sketch of 
critical history, he may well ask, “What shall I 
believe? Must I follow the opinions of the critical 
scolars? Is there no sure answer to this question? 
The writer would reply that there is indeed a sure 
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. For one thing, a survey of the history of 
wtical endeavor to account for the authorship of 
40-66 other than by attributing these chapters to 
Isaiah himself, has resulted in dismal FAILURE. 
Let us make no mistake about that. Criticism, 
since 1780, has cast aside Isaiah as the author. 
It has then been faced with the problem, Who was 
the author? And to this question no satisfactory 
answer has been given. The failure of criticism 
satisfactorily to answer this question should there- 
fore encourage the Christian to believe that he 
may be correct in his view that Isaiah himself was 
the author of these chapters. 


The positive evidence in support of the Isaianic 
authorship of these chapters is overwhelming. In 
the first place we have the clear witness of the 
New Testament. One example will suffice. John, 
in his Gospel, has declared the fact that despite 
the many miracles which our Lord had performed 
before them, men did not believe on Him. This 
unbelief, asserts John, was a fullfillment of 
prophecy, for the prophet Isaiah had declared, 
“Lord, who hath believed our report, and to whom 
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hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?” (Isaiah 
53:1). To support the truth of this quotation which 
he attributes to the prophet Isaiah, John refers to 
another, “Isaiah says again,” and then he quotes, 
“He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart; that they should not see with their eyes, 
nor understand with their heart, and be converted, 
and I should heal them” (Isaiah 6:10b). In other 
words, to prove his point, John first quotes from 
the second portion of Isaiah, attributing the quot- 
ation to Isaiah, and then takes a quotation from 
the first portion of the prophecy, declaring this 
also to be the word of Isaiah. As though this were 
not enough, John goes on to say, “These things” 
(that is, both the quotations from Isaiah which he 
has just adduced) “said Esaias, when he saw his 
glory, and spake of him” (John 12:41), In other 
words, not only did Isaiah utter both these sayings, 
but he uttered them under particular circumstances. 
When, in both instances the ~~ merely 
the book—but the man Isaiah spoke, he was be- 
holding a supernaturally imposed vision. He was 
in that state of being, which for lack of a better 
word, we may describe as a divinely imposed 
ecstasy, where he saw Him who in the days of 
His flesh, would work mighty miracles. Isaiah saw 
ag in both these instances and was speaking of 
giory, 
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it. They have been unable to produce an explanation 
which satisfies. It is that Isaiah himself did write 
the entire prophecy that bears his name. 


Futhermore, Duhm has pointed out, and a care- 
ful study of the entire prophecy makes it clear that 
it was written, not in Babylon, but in Palestine. 
More important, however, is the consideration of 
the unity of the book. A superficial examination 
of the book of Isaiah may produce the impression 
that it is a work of composite origin and character, 
but such an assumption vanishes into thin air once 
a man begins a serious study of the prophecy. 
For, despite all that has been said to the contrary, 
there is throughout the book unity which is deep 
and underlying. This unity is of such a nature that 
it points toward one mind as its creator. 


In addition to this basic unity, there are certain 
phrases and expressions which are striking. In the 
year of Uzziah’s death the prophet had a vision of 
the Lord high and lifted up, and heard the chorus 
of the seraphs, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts” (6:3). The impression of this vision was 
lasting, and Isaiah delighted to speak of the Lord 
as the holy one of Israel. This designation of God 
as the “holy one of Israel” occurs twelve times in 
chapters 1-39 and 14 times in chapters 40-66. 
Apart from this it is found only five times in the 
entire Old Testament. Such words as “caprice” 
and “thorn-bush” occur in both parts and nowhere 
else, Characteristic of both parts, also, are phrases 
such as, “the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,” 
“the Lord saith,” “streams in the desert,” etc. 


This example will suffice. Anyone who takes the 
trouble carefully to study the witness of the New 
Testament will make the discovery that the New 
Testament writers very clearly believe that the 
entire book of Isaiah was the work of the great 
eighth century prophet. For the Christian, this is 
sufficient. The New Testament is the word of 
God, and it is infallible. When it speaks upon 
such a subject, the matter is finally and irrevocably 
decided. The tradition of Isaianic authorship ap- 
pears as early as the second century B.C. In the 

k of Ecclesiasticus, this tradition is very clear. 

nce, however, did such a tradition arise, if it 
was not founded in fact? In endeavoring to answer 
this question, scholarship has attempted to do the 
impossible. In fact, many critics who assert that 

lah did not write the entire prophecy, never- 

less have not even attempted to account for 
the origin of the tradition that Isaiah did write the 
prophecy, This, of course, is unsatisfactory. But 
those who have attempted to account for the origin 
have fared little better than those who have ignored 


Very rich and varied is the evidence which 
exhibits the unity of this remarkable prophecy. 
And for the Christian the reason for this unity is 
not far to seek. The Christian, in reliance upon 
the testimony of the New Testament, discovers this 
unity in the fact that the entire prophecy was the 
work of the great eighth century prophet Isaiah, 
the son of Amoz. Nor need the Christian be ashamed 
of this position. Negative criticism has been unable 
to produce a more satisfactory explanation of the 
authorship of the prophecy. We who name the 
Name of Jesus may rest in the confidence that 
Isaiah spoke of Him. 
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Thoughts From Isaiah 


(Chapter IV) 


In this chapter the Lord speaks about, “The 
Coming Glory of Zion.” 


At midnight the light often breaks forth: in 
the darkness is seen a bright and beautiful glimpse 
of glories to come. God loves to bring order out 
of confusion, victory out of seeming defeat, the 
triumph of righteousness over sin, In this chapter 
we find one of these pictures so frequently 
sketched for us in Isaiah, made the more impres- 
sive and striking by the dark setting in which they 
are found. 



















The confusion of the third chapter continues 
through the first verse of the fourth and then the 
theme changes. “In that day”—the day of shame 
and desolation and chaos wrought by sin—‘shall 
the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, 
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 
comely.” The bitter fruit of sin will give place 
to the fruit of righteousness. 


Turning to the references in Jeremiah 23:5-6 
and Zechariah 3:8 we see very clearly Who this 
“branch” is: “Behold the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shal] reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, The Lord Our Righteousness.’ 
(Heb. Jehovah-tsidkenu). 


This “Righteous Branch” has a people, some- 
times called, “The Remnant”: here in this chapter 
called, “them that are escaped of Israel,” “he 
that remaineth in Jerusalem,” “everyone that 
is written.”’ (We cannot but think of “those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” 
or those whose names are written in heaven). 
Even in the darkest days of the history of Israel 
and the Church, the Lord has always had His 
“faithful few”; a people for His own possession. It 
was true even at the time of the flood; when 
Abraham was called; when the discouraged Elijah 
thought that he alone was left; in times of terrible 
persecution, and in times of great depression, 
like the days before the Reformation—the Dark 
Ages of the Church. 


These faithful ones have been washed and 
purified.” The spirit of judgment” and “the 
spirit of burning” has taken away their filthiness 
and bloodstains. Judgment chastens and purifies 
the righteous even as it destroys the wicked. 


Then will Zion be protected by the glory of the 
Lord. There seems to be a reference here to the 
pillar of fire by night and the cloud by day that 
protected and guided Israel in the Wilderness. This 
glorious covering will be like a “canopy and a 
bower over all, serving as a shade from the heat 
by day, and as a refuge and shelter from storm 
and from rain” (Am. Trans.) Isaiah has a genius 


for illustrating spiritual truth by the phenomena 
of the natural world. 





























_ We shall see this picture enlarged and retouched 

time and again by this inspired artist as we 
proceed in these studies. It reappears in clearer 
lines and brighter colors to shed the light of 
Hope on a dark background of sin and suffering 
and woe, —J. K. P. 
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Minority Or 
Majority 
Recent statements that actions of the hy 
General Assembly, with reference to the Feder] 
Council, Church property, ete. were the result gf 


work of a “well organized minority” are 
. . ? 
believe inaccurate. 


For some years many of the affairs of oy 
Church have been directed into certain channek 
by what we believe has been such a minority, but, 
we have reason to believe today that a majority 
which has been inarticulate in the past is noy 
coming to the place where it is both intelligent 
and able to make its wishes known. 


In the past, issues have too often been settle 
by directional thinking and planning. Today they 
are being settled on the basis of the facts involved, 


—L.N.B, 
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THE PRICE OF THE 


CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 


By Catherine Vos 
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$3.95 


We consider this the finest Bible Story Book 
available for children. Discriminating parents 
desiring the very best Child’s Story Bible will 
want this incomparable volume, Every fea- 
ture of it is appealing—its high quality pa 
per, excellent type, and fascinating pictures. 
But even more significant are its spiritual 
and intellectual values. Mrs. Vos knows the 
Bible, knows children, and knows how to im- 
part her knowledge clearly, reverently and 
beautifully. This book will open many new 
doors of beauty and wholesome interest to 
young minds. 


Order Direct From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


> 
2 
> 
a 























July 15, 1947 


—_—— 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Unite With The Northern 
Presbyterian Church?--No! 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Miss. Commissioner from Central 
Mississippi Presbytery to the Recent General Assembly. 


There are many points in the proposed plan of 
union which I cannot approve, but I do not wish to 
touch on all of them at this time. Rather, I wish 
to consider the principal point to which I cannot 
agree—namely, that which the plan seeks to effect: 
union with the Presbyterian Church in the U:S.A., 
commonly called the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


Increased Size Resulting from Union 


Some of the main reasons advanced by those in 
favor of the merger are that we shall gain great 
strength and numbers as a result; we shall thereby 
reunite two great denominations, which were united 
before the Civil War, into one great body. 
hardly think that such reasons justify our merging 
with any denomination. But if solidarity and 
strength of numbers are our reason for the union 
and are what we seek, then one might suggest 
that we reunite, not with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church from which we separated in the 19th 
Century, bat with the Roman Catholic Church 
from which we separated three centuries before 
that. 


I do not think that there is a large denomination 
anywhere in the world which is more solidified and 
which presents a more united front than does the 
Roman Catholic Church. It speaks with a loud 
voice, and without division. If strength and numbers 
are what we desire, then why not merge with the 
Roman Catholic Church, a denomination which is 


much larger than the Northern Presbyterian 
Church? 


Immediately, of course, strong objections will be 
raised. How could we possibly merge with the 
Roman Catholic Church when we cannot possibly 
agree with it on many major points? How could 
we feel at home with priests who regard the Pope 
as infallible and who worship the Virgin Mary? 
Well, I quite agree. We might unite with that 
church organically, but never on this earth would 
we be united with it doctrinally. 


The Auburn Affirmation 


And, by the same token, we may unite with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church organically, but 
there will be no true doctrinal unity unless the 
Northern Presbyterian Church first purges itself, 
and we see no signs of that. It is readily apparent 
that those who advocate union have touched very 
lightly on the matter of doctrinal unity, and they 
could not truthfully do otherwise, with the facts 
as they are. If we could have no true Christian 
fellowship with the priests in the Roman Catholic 
hurch, how in the name of common sense could 
Wwe ever hope to have true Christian fellowship 
with the 1,293 ministers of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, constituting more than one-tenth 


of its total ministers, who signed the heretical 
Auburn Affirmation? 


It is claimed today that the Northern Presby- 
terian Church has the same creed that we have, 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. It would be 
more in accord with the facts to say that the 
Northern Presbvterian Church has the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, as modified and amended by 
the Auburn Affirmation! 


I take it for granted that every minister has 
read the Auburn Affirmation. I have found how- 
ever, that few lavmen are familiar with its contents 
and that they know still less about its origin. 
For that reason I wish to refer to it. 


Origin and Purwose of the 
Auburn Affirmation 


In Januarv of 1919 a certain Baptist minister 
named Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick was invited to 
serve as “stated vreacher”’ of the First Presby- 
terian Church of New York City. From that pulpit 
this noted Modernist began to preach sermons 
attacking the very doctrines which constitute the 
heart and core of historic Christianity. In 1922 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia adopted an overture 
requesting the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church to take action as would “re- 
auire the preaching and teaching in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of New York City to conform to 
the svstem of doctrine taught in the Confession 
of Faith.” Six other presbyteries sent similar 
overtures to the General Assembly. When the 
General Assembly met in 1923 it directed the 
Presbytery of New York to take the action re- 
auested in the Philadelphia overture. The General 
Assembly also reaffirmed the evangelical deliver- 
ance of the General Assembly of 1910, in which the 
following had been declared to be “essential” 
doctrines of the “Word of God and our standards”: 
the plenary inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible, 
the virgin birth of Christ, His bodily resurrection, 
His substitutionary atonement by which he “satis- 
fied divine justice and reconciled us to God,” and 
His miracles. 


In 1924 there was issued from Auburn, New 
York, a document, written in December 1923, 
which is now known as the Auburn Affirmation. 
It is a subtle and cleverly worded document, 
signed by more than one-tenth of the ministers 
then in the Northern Presbyterian Church. If you 
did not know the facts surrounding its origin you 
would think, on reading it for the first time, that 
it would be acceptable to the average Christian. 
But with the conditions surrounding its birth 
before you, and with the Westminster Standards 
referred to by way of comparison, a second reading 
of the Auburn Affirmation reveals it to be full of 
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heresies of the worst type. When reviewed in its 
proper perspective, with the Confession of Faith 
used as a back-drop, it revealed that the ministers 
signing that Affirmation affirm quite openly that, 
in order to be a minister in good standing in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, it is not at all 
necessary that one believe in the plenary inspira- 
tion and the inerrancy of the Bible, the virgin 
birth of Christ, His bodily resurrection, His sub- 
stitutionary atonement, and His miracles. In fact, 
the Affirmation states: “Some of us regard the 
particular theories contained in the deliverance 
of the General Assembly of 1923 as satisfactory 
explanations of these facts and doctrines. But we 
are united in believing that these are not the 
only theories allowed by the Scriptures and our 
standards as explanations of these facts and doc- 
trines of our religion, and that all who hold to 
these facts and doctrines, whatever theories they 
may employ to explain them, are worthy of all 
confidence and fellowship.” 



















Can any earnest, sincere Christian imagine that? 
Referring to those great facts which are the very 
foundations of our Christian faith as mere 
“theories”! The New Testament refers to the 
virgin birth, the substitutionary atonement, and 
the bodily resurrection of Christ as great cardinal 
facts of history: the heretical Auburn Affirmation 
states that they are merely “theories,” and that 
there are other “theories” just as valid! Can any 
logical person imagine a more brazen attack upon 
the great facts about the personage of the Lord 
Jesus Christ than that? 















I am well aware that some ministers advance 
the idea that the Auburn Affirmation’s objection 
to the essential] doctrines reaffirmed by the General 
Assembly of 1923 was “constitutional, not doc- 
trinal.” But the most casual study of the Auburn 
Affirmation will indicate that it is on its face not 
a mere constitutional protest, but is rather a 
doctrinal attack upon the supernatural Christ; it 
is a protest against the insistance that ministers 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church should accept 
as essential doctrines those great truths which the 
New Testament tells us about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, These doctrines were termed essential by 
the General Assembly of 1910, and they were 
reaffirmed as essential doctrines by the General 
Assembly of 1916, yet the Modernists in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church made no Auburn 
Affirmation on either of those occasions. They 
quietly bided their time, getting their men ordained 
into prominent churches; and when they felt them- 
selves strong enough to strike, then, and only 
then, did they draw up the Auburn Affirmation. 
Whatever else it may be, it is most definitely a 
doctrinal protest. 































Dr, Coffin, Auburn Affirmationist 
Elected Moderator In 1943 


Now what has been the reaction of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church toward its Auburn Affirma- 
tionists since 1924? Have any of the signers been 
tried for heresy? Have any been expelled from the 
Northern Presbyterian Church? Well, hardly. In- 
stead, some of the signers have been exalted to 
the highest places of prominence in that denomin- 
ation. And this honoring of some of the Affirma- 
tionists reached a grand climax in 1943, when Dr. 
Henry Sloan Coffin, one of the signers of the 
Auburn Affirmation, was elected Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian 
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Church! Fifteen years ago no one would have 
dreamed that _ possible! Dr. Coffin, long-time 
President of Union Theological Seminary, Ney 
York City, one of the most noted centers of 
Modernism in America; an institution which jp 
1892 terminated its relation to the General As 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
because the General Assembly of 1891 failed to 
confirm the appointment of Dr. Charles A. Bri 
as Professor of Biblical Theology at Union Seni. 
nary. Dr. Briggs who was found guilty of heresy 
and was suspended from the ministry of the Nor. 
thern Presbyterian Church in 1893 but who re 
mained a professor at Union until his death in 
1913; Union Seminary, that institution which had 
as Professor of Practical Theology the well-known 
Modernist, Dr. Fosdick, who has written, over his 
own signature, the following statement: “I do not 
believe in the Virgin Birth, or in that old-fashioned 
substitutionary Doctrine of the Atonement; and I 
do not know any intelligent Christian minister 
who does!” Dr. Coffin, who himself has written: 
“Certain widely used hymns still perpetuate the 
theory that God pardons sinners because Christ 
purchased that pardon by his obedience and suffer- 
ing. But a forgiveness that is paid for is not a 
forgiveness. There is no cleansing blood which can 
wipe out the record of what has been—the Cross 
of Christ is not a means of procuring forgiveness.” 
Dr. Coffin, of Union Seminary, a signer of the 
Auburn Affirmation, honored with the highest po- 
sition in the Northern Presbyterian Church! 


Dr. Machen, Great Bible-Believing 
Scholar, Kicked Out In 1936 


With that fresh in our minds, let me present 
another picture by way of quick contrast. There 
was in the Northern [Presbyterian Church a great 
New Testament scholar of world-renown, whose 
ability was tremendously admired wherever scholar. 
ship is recognized, He was on the faculty of 
Princeton Seminary for many years. If he was-not 
the greatest New Testament scholar in the world, 
it is certainly safe to say that he had no superior 
in that realm. This great scholar, with an insight 
which few possessed, began to point out evidences 
of unbelief in the mission work of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. When that denomination did 
little or nothing to correct this condition, he 
organized an Independent Mission Board, pledged 
to send only Bible-believing missionaries into the 
mission fields. The Northern Presbyterian Church 
ordered him to disband the Independent Mission 
Board. He replied that he would, provided the 
official Mission Board of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church first purged itself of unbelief. He was 
told that he had been given an order and that he 
had refused to obey it. On those grounds he was 
tried. He was found guilty and he was expelled 
from the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church in 1936. The real reason he was kicked out 
was that he was vigorously orthodox and tore 
mask from the face of that form of unbelief known 
as Modernism as it paraded in high places in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. That denomination 
is the only one of which I have knowledge which 
has tried and expelled a sound, Bible-believing 
minister for being vigorously orthodox! 


Yes, I have heard the conventional remarks that 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen was a trouble maker. He 
most assuredly was — to the unbelieving ministers 
holding high places in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. I knew him personally; he was a dinner 
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guest in my home, He was a cultured, consecrated 
Christian gentleman of the highest type, from a 
refined Southern family. 


There you have the contrast. In 1936 the 
Northern Presbyterian Church tries Dr, Machen, 
the Bible-believing Christian, and kicks him out of 
its ministry. Seven years later it bestows its highest 
honor upon Dr. Coffin, the heresy-tainted Auburn 
Affirmationist! How clearly that denomination has 
indicated its true nature in matters of doctrine! 


We Could Not Feel At Home 
In The Merged Church 


Do you think we could feel at home united with 
such a denomination? Do you think we could have 
doctrinal unity if merged with such a church? 


There are some trusting souls in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church who feel that, in spite of all 
that has been said, in spite of all the facts which 
have been presented, we who are opposed to union 
would perhaps change our minds if we came to 
know the Northern Presbyterian leaders better. 
Such a view is to my mind utterly absurd; in my 
opinion the better you get to know the Auburn 
Affirmationist leaders and the more you hear what 
they preach, the more you will oppose union with 
them. I was an undergraduate at Princeton Uni- 
versity for four years, from 1928 to 1932, and on 
many cccasions I heard Dr. Coffin and other 
Modernist preachers of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church as they preached in the University Chapel. 
Among the student body at the University the fields 
were abundently white unto harvest. Yet, during 
my four years there, I never heard of one single 
soul led to the Lord through their preaching. And, 
had there been any conversions, I think 1 would 
have heard, for I was vitally interested. 


Division Will Result If 
Merger Occurs 


My Christian friends, with these facts before 
you, I do not know what your reaction is. But I 
can tell you what mine is, and I can tell you what 
the reaction of hundreds of other Southern Presby- 
terians, who believe as I do, is concerning this 
matter. We do not have the least intention in the 
world of merging with the heresy-tainted Northern 
Presbyterian Church. If merger does take place, 
we intend to sever our connection with the Presby- 
terian Church. We feel perfectly at home in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, but we could never 
feel at home in the Northern Presbyterian Church, 
knowing that denomination as we do. If merger 
does take place, when we withdraw let no one say 
that we have caused division; the cause of division 
will be chargeable against those who, by effecting 
this proposed merger, have created a situation 
which our consciences cannot tolerate, 


Let no one become alarmed over the use of 
that word “division.” In 1925, when the General 
Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian Church 
declared that the Presbytery of New York erred in 
licensing as ministers two young candidates (one 
of whom was Dr. Henry P, Van Dusen, now 
President of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York City) who did not believe in the Virgin 
Birth, it directed that Presbytery to correct this 
improper licensure. Dr. Coffin immediately arose 
and declared this mandate of that General As- 

ly null and void. The Auburn Affirmationists 
who were present immediately came to his support, 


saying that they would split the Church if this 
mandate of the General Assembly was enforced. 
The Auburn Affirmationists were willing for a 
division to oceur if it were insisted that orthodox 
standards be tolerated. We in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, who feel as I do, are willing for 
a division to occur if it is determined that our 
Church merge with a denomination which insists 
that unorthodox standards must be tolerated. 


Can it be truthfully said that those of us who 
oppose union with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church feel that our denomination is too good to 
consider merging with any other at all? No! We 
are perfectly willing to consider merging with any 
other church which fully accepts the whole Bible 
as fina] authority. But we will never vote in 
favor of merging with a church more than one- 
tenth of the ministers of which have signed a 
document such as the Auburn Affirmation. 


Your Moral Obligation 


Each reader of this article, whether he be a 
minister or a layman, has the facts clearly before 
him. That some prominent church leaders or 
committees have spoken in favor of union does 
not in any way excuse any of you from the moral 
obligation before God of weighing the evidence 
and voting your convictions without fear of con- 
sequence. 


Oh I beg, I implore you to vote against this 
plan! I beg, I exhort you to send this plan back to 
the General Assembly at its 1948 meeting with 
these words written across its face: ‘““Mene, mene, 
tekel, upharsin”’! 


oo 


EVANGELISTIC SERMONS 


Send orders to the Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D., Con- 
cord, N. C. Price $1.00. 


The sermons of the Bible have an evangelistic 
emphasis. This was true of the preachers of both 
dispensations. In the preparation of these twelve 
evangelistic sermons Dr. Flow is following the tra- 
ditional pattern of the Bible. The author is per- 
suaded that God will use Biblical truth to bring 
conviction and salvation to the lost. He deals with 
such universal] facts as God, sin, suffering, judg- 
ment, death, and eternity. These sermons are de- 
signed to produce a crisis in the sinner’s heart that 
will lead to a decision for Christ. They will also 
give Christians clearer views of the Gospel and a 
more satisfying assurance of salvation, 


A number of evangelistic sermons are weak in- 
tellectually. They are shallow and devoid of much 
thought content. These evangelistic sermons by 
Dr. Flow are solid and the result of concentrated 
theological thought and adequate preparation. I[I- 
lustrations are used, but they always illustrate. 


These evangelistic sermons should be instru- 
mental in leading lost souls to salvation. They seek 
to evoke a favorable response. They demand ac- 
tion. They have moving conclusions. They remind 
us of what the late Dr. Campbell Morgan insisted 
upon, that the conclusion must conclude, include, 
and preclude. If the essentials of a good evan- 
gelistic sermon are truth, clarity, and passion, we 
have twelve good specimens in this smal] volume. 


—John R. Richardson. 











Lesson For Aug. 3: Parents 
And Their Children 


Scripture: Ruth 2; Proverbs 1:8-9; 2; 3:3; 4:1- 
6; 6:20-23; 10:1; 13:1; 15:5; 17:1, 6; 19:18; 22:6; 
23 :23-26. Devotional Reading; Proverbs 23:22-26. 


A Lovely Little Picture of Home: Ruth 2. 
The Book of Ruth is delightful reading after the 
gruesome stories in the latter part of the book of 
Judges, and the somber days of that period of 
Jewish history. We are glad to find that there 
were men like Boaz, who is a fine example of a 
prosperous, kindly, and godly farmer; women like 
Naomi, faithful to their duties and loyal to their 
families; devoted maidens like Ruth, who could 
love so well and choose so wisely, especially have 
faith to choose the God of Israel as their God. That 
she is an outsider, a Moabitish woman, makes the 
whole scene stand out in bold relief. No wonder 
this book has been called the most beautiful story 
in all literature. 


It fits perfectly into our lesson, forming a good 
introduction, for it is a charming country home 
from which comes one of the human ancestors of 
our Lord. Not far from this spot the Babe of 
Bethlehem was cradled, not in a home, but in a 
stable manger. 


The Ornaments of a Home: Proverbs 1:8, 9. The 
instruction of a true father and the law of a true 
mother are the glories of a home—the things 
‘added,” (see margin)—that distinguish a “home” 
from a mere house. It was in such a home that 
young Timothy was taught to be “wise unto sal- 
vation,” by a godly mother and grandmother. 


The Protection of a Home: Proverbs 2. A home 
needs protection; sometimes from enemies without; 
more often from enemies within. Sound wisdom 
taught in the home will be a buckler and preserve 
from many snares and pitfalls. (The writer remem- 
bers what a protection such a home was to him). 
Such wisdom instilled into the hearts and con- 
sciences of the children will keep them from evil 
men “who rejoice to do evil — whose ways are 
crooked.” It will also deliver us from the “strange 
woman” whose “house inclineth unto death, and 
her paths unto the dead.” How we ought to praise 
God for mothers and fathers who furnish us with 
this sort of strong defense in the tender days of 
childhood! Where homes like this are found we 
do not have our juvenile courts crowded with teen- 
age boys and girls. May we safe-guard these 
precious homes in these days when perils abound 
and temptations are more seductive than ever be- 
fore in the history of the race! 


Teaching in the Home: Proverbs 3:3; 4:1-6; 
6:20-23. Where can mercy and truth be better 
taught than in the home? Where can we find 
tender “tables of the heart?” Where, but in the 
home? What are we parents writing upon them? 


“He taught me also.” Moses said, “teach them 
diligently unto thy children.” It is the privilege 
and duty and responsibility of parents to do this. 
Have we not largely “delegated,” (or “relegated”), 
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this important work—the most important part of 
our job as a good father or mother—to the Public 
Schoo] Teacher, or the Sunday School Teacher, jf 
we send our children to the latter school? Parents 
are shirking their God-given task and also missin 
the rich rewards which come from faithfully per. 
forming this supreme work. 


Such teaching, which is called, “thy father’s 
commandment,” and “the law of thy mother” (re. 
ferring to the Law of God), will provide a constant 
source of help as our children leave the home. 
“When thou goest, it shall lead thee: when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, 
it shall talk with thee.” Many of us would not 
have to lie awake at night worrying about our 
boys and girls who have left home, if we knew that 
the Book of books was in their hearts and minds, 
The only way for it to get there is for us to put it 
there while we have them with us in the home. 
Blessed indeed are the young men and young 
women who go out from homes where they have 
been saturated with divine truth and wisdom. They 
have the companionship of the only infallible guide 
to a pure, noble and successful life. What better 
preparation for a life in this world of danger, 
difficulty, and sorrow, than a ‘heart in which has 
been hid the precious truths of the Bible! When 
John Wanamaker was asked about what had meant 
most to him, he held up a well-worn Bible which 
he had purchased out of his meager wages when 
he first came to Philadelphia. 


Wise and Foolish Children: Proverbs 10:1 13:1; 
15:5; 17:6. What a difference in children! What a 
difference it makes to the father and the mother! 
Is there anything of which a father or mother is 
more justly proud than a “wise” son or daughter? 


Can anything cause deeper grief than a “foolish” 
child? 


How does a son become wise? By hearing a 
father’s instruction. (It is taken for granted, of 
course, that the father himself is wise. Some 
parents are so “foolish” themselves that they can- 
not instruct their children, Then we have a “hope- 
less home,” but for the grace of God). “The glory 
of children are their fathers.” What a challenge 
to us fathers! Are we meeting this challenge of 
our children? We are often amused to hear a little 
boy “brag” on his father. To that child his father 
is the most wonderful being in the world. What a 
pity that we often fail to furnish him a noble 


ideal. Do we ever cause our children to be ashamed 
of us? 


Peace in the Home: Proverbs 17:1. No doubt 
Solomon could speak feelingly upon this subject! 
How could there be any real peace in a home like 
his? How could there be any “quietness?” What but 
strife? The rivalry, jealousy, bickering, quarreling 
among his seven hundred wives would be enough 
to turn it into a bedlam. So he could tell us out of 
his own sad experience, “Better is a dry morsel and 
quietness therewith than a house full of sacrifices, 
(feasting) with strife.” 


Then there could be no peace for a child of God 
when so many of his wives were heathen. To have 
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real peace in the home there must be the union of 
one man and one woman, and that union sanctified 
by a common faith in God and in His saving grace 
in and through Christ. 


Some of our homes today are all torn asunder, 
have become scenes of bitterness, because we 
have forgotten the supreme values, and the im- 
portance of the quietness of “The Simple Life.” 
When our fore-fathers and mothers braved the 
wilderness, living on little, and in log cabins, but 
true to each other and to God, there were few 
divorces and nervous breakdowns. 


Training in the Home: Proverbs 19:18; 22:6. 
First; training by correction. “Chasten thy son 
while there is hope and set not thy heart on his 
destruction.” (R.V.) The surest way in the world 
to destroy a child, is to spare the rod of chastening, 
There is a wrong way to do this, and a right way. 
Be sure we are patient, wise, loving. 


Then; train up a child in the way he should go 
and when he is old he will not depart from it. What 
is the way in which he should go? God’s way. 
There is no other way. Not train him according to 
some whim, or fancy, or theory of ours or of men, 
no matter how learned they may seem. Stand in 
the ways and see and ask for the old path wherein 
is the good way and walk therein and ye shall find 
rest for your souls—and also for the souls of our 
children. There is but one way for parents and 
children—the way that leads to eternal life. It is 
but one way for parents and children—the way 
that leads to eternal life. It is found in the Bible: 
it is Jesus Christ. We can never train our children 
in the way they should go, unless we know, and 
are travelling, that way ourselves. We must 
LEAD, not drive them. What a privilege to lead a 
child to the Savior Who is the Way! 


Joy in the Home: Proverbs 23:23-26. Home 
ought to be the happiest place in the world: and 
a good home is. “The father of the righteous shall 
greatly rejoice—thy father and thy mother shall 
be glad.” And “righteous” children are always 
happy. Let us give God our hearts and all rejoice 
together: make our homes like His Home, and all 
of us get ready to live together there some day. 


Lesson For Aug. 10: Purity 
Of Heart And Life 


Scripture: Job 31:1-14; Proverbs 2; 4:14-27; 
5:1-6; 22:11; 31:10-12, Matthew 5:27-28; James 
1:13-15. Devotional Reading: Proverbs 3:1-6. 


_A pure heart is the best foundation for a pure 
life. “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.” “Keep thy heart 
With all diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life.” Jesus said that “out of the heart” proceed 
all those terrible sins which defile a man. Peter 
speaks of “the hidden man of the heart” (Lit. I 
Peter 3:4). “When Massillon had preached before 
Louis XIV on the subject of ‘the outward man’ 
and ‘the inner man,’ the king exclaimed as he left 
the church, ‘I know those two men’”! The out- 
ward man—the life—cannot be pure unless the 
inner man—the heart—is pure. 


In our Devotional Reading this fact is re- 
cognized: “let thine heart keep my commandments 


—write them upon the table of thine heart.” When 
God speaks of the new covenant which He will 
make with His people He says that, “I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts.” We are to trust in the Lord with all our 
heart. As Dr. Alexander Whyte so well says, “The 
heart is the man.” 


This lesson is a most needed one in our day. 
Impurity of both heart and life is one of our most 
terrible, and most common, sins, There are s0 
many things in this modern age that tempt us to 
impure thoughts, arouse impure passions, and lead 
to impure acts. Much of our modern fiction, many 
magazines, a large percent of our moving pictures, 
a great deal that comes over the radio, is so 
tainted with unclean, and even obscene acts that 
it is a wonder our young people keep themselves 
as well as they do. It is hard to counteract all this 
filth and moral poison. Then there is so much to 
attract and allure. Our dance halls and road houses 
and night clubs are a disgrace to our nation, while 
the country is flooded with liquor which adds fuel 
to the fire. The devil and wicked men are doing all 
they can to thoroughly corrupt young and old. 


We have for our lesson only a small collection 
of verses from the Bible. The whole teaching of 
the Word of God centers around this idea of 
Purity of heart and Life—of Holiness— “Be ye 
holy, for I am Holy.” In the Book of Leviticus, 
the Book of Worship, the emphasis is upon this; 
God wanted a CLEAN people and a CLEAN wor- 
ship. This was in striking contrast to the impure 
lives and impure worship of the heathen nations. 
The Word of God is Pure; the people of God are 
to be PURE; come out, be separate, touch not the 
UNCLEAN thing. 


Job Kept Himself Pure: Job 31:1-14. These 
verses are a part of Job’s vindication of his moral 
integrity. The eyes often lead us into sin—sinful 
thoughts, and sinful deeds. Job made a covenant 
with his eyes. Would it not be a fine thing for us 
to follow his example? We might have to stop 
looking at many of our most popular magazines, 
and at most, if not all, of our motion pictures, as 
well as other things. 


The heart often follows the eye (vs. 7). He kept 
his heart even though his eye might have wandered. 
The heart is often deceived, especially when passion 
is aroused. David’s heart was thus deceived and led 
him into great sin. Job recognized the heinousness 
of the sin of adultery; of laying wait at his neigh- 
bor’s door. Has there not been “backward progress” 
since Job’s day! How awful is our record in 
America! 


The Wise Man Warns and Counsels: Proverbs. 
Much of the Book of Proverbs is written in the 
form of Contrasts, and nowhere is this more 
pointed and striking than in the contrast between 
Purity and Impurity. There is the evil man, and 
the upright man; the “strange” woman and the 
“virtuous” woman. 


In our first selection—Chapter 2—we have this 
evil man who speaks forward things, whose paths 
are darkness and crookedness, and whose end is 
destruction. Then we have the strange woman 
who flattereth with her words, but whose house 
inclineth unto death. The best things in the world 
become the worst when defiled by sin: a good 
woman is God’s best gift to the man he created 
and placed in the garden of Eden, but nothing 
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ean be worse than a bad woman whose heart and 
life are dominated by evil passions. 


In Proverbs 4:14-27 we are warned to “enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way 
of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from 
it, and pass away.” Impure associates and com- 
panionships will sooner or later contaminate our 
own lives. This is especially true of young people. 
How careful we ought to be about our children! 
The way of the wicked is darkness. In contrast: 
“The path of the just is as a shining light that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
“Purer yet and purer” ought to be the prayer of 
every child of God, And this purity must begin in 
the heart: “Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life’—‘“with all thy 
keeping, keep thy heart.” “His strength was the 
strength of ten, because his heart was pure.” 


In 5:1-6 we are warned of the sweetness which 
soon turns to bitterness, if we allow ourselves to 
be flattered and charmed by one whose lips drop 
as an honey-comb and her mouth is smoother than 
oil, but the end is as bitter as wormwood. Stolen 
waters may be sweet but it is the sweetness of a 
deadly poison. How many foolish men have found 
this out to their everlasting shame and ruin! Our 
papers are full these days of “suicide pacts,” of 
revolting murders, of disgraceful cases brought 
before our courts. 


Proverbs 22:11 reminds us of the rich reward of 
a pure heart: it gives grace to our lips, and makes 
the king our friend: not just any king, for some 
kings are fond of the impure; but all good kings, 
and more than all, the King of Kings. “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”; yes, 
we shall see THE KING in all His beauty, if our 
hearts are pure. 


In 31:10-12 we have the opening verses of the 
famous eulogy of the Virtuous Woman: “Her price 
is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her—she will do him good and not 
evil all the days of her life.” The foundation of 
this Wonderful Woman is PURITY. Such a woman 
is indeed a priceless possession, as many of us 
ean testify. Her husband praises her, is devoted to 
her, and her children rise up and call her blessed. 


Is it not true also that pure, clean man is a 
priceless possession for a woman? When HER 
heart can safely trust in HIM? John B. Gough, 
whose early life had been marred and scarred by 
sin when speaking to students after his marvelous 
conversion, used to say with tears in his eyes and 
voice: “Keep your record clean, young men, keep 
your record clean”! What a joy to be able to look 
back and know, like Job, that our record is clean. 


Jesus Interprets the Seventh Commandment: 
Matthew 5:27-28. “The actions’: so says our 
Catechism. When we read and ponder what Jesus 
said in the verses above, we can easily see where 
those saintly men who wrote the Catechism, got 
their definitions and answers. All of God’s com- 
mands are spiritual in nature and meaning and 


must be looked at from the viewpoint of His 
absolute holiness. 


James Adds His Testimony: James 1:13-15. Our 
temptations do not come from God, but from our 
hearts, our desires. First, the desire, then the sin, 
then death. Sometimes the path is short; sometimes, 
longer, but always the end is DEATH. God is not 
mocked, whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 


also reap; he that soweth to the flesh—this old 
human nature—shall reap corruption. 


But, thanks be to God, the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks 
be to Him also, that the verse above need not end 
with “corruption”! He that soweth to the Spirit 
shall reap life everlasting. May we not rest until 
we have been cleansed in the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ and made “whiter than snow”! 

_—_@—_—. 


Lesson For Aug. 17: Sound 
Advice Against Strong Drink 
(Temperance Lesson) 


Scripture: Proverbs 15:13-17; 20:1; 22:1-6; 23: 
19-21, 29-35; 25:11, 13, 28. Ecclesiastes 10:17, 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 23:15-21. 


Surely we need some sound advice in America! 
Look at a few statistics as given by Rev. Donald 
McGarrah in an article in The Presbyterian, Sept. 
27, 1945 and remember that all these figures have 
been growing steadily since then. $7,000,000,000 
spent for legal liquor in 1944 according to the 
United States Department of Commerce, and if 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover is right, and as much was 
spent for illegal as for legal liquor, then we have 
a total of $14,000,000,000. Legal liquor in 1943 
absorbed 3,000,000,000 pounds of grain, 1,250,000- 
000 pounds of molasses, and 2,000,000,000 pounds 
of fruit, Multiply this also by two, becaust the 
“bootleg liquor” takes as much as the other, and 
you have these tremendous wasted, and worse than 
wasted amounts of needed food. In August of 1944 
distillers of hard liquor consumed 560,000,000 
pounds of grain — enough to feed 5,000,000 of the 
a people of the world for a period of six 
months. 


But this is only a small part of “America’s 
Liquor Bill.”” When we begin to estimate the results 
in the deaths of our people, and the moral and 
spiritual effects upon our homes and upon men 
and women, and especially upon the young, then 
we can dimly see the staggering cost of this terrible 
sin which has a strangle-hold upon our nation. The 
love of money, which is at the basis of its manu- 
facture, and the love of drinking which is such a 
fearfully strong habit and appetite, are working 
hand in hand to bring us to our doom. A large per 
cent of deaths by accident on our highways, of 
the diseased and increase in immorality, sex per- 
versions and crimes, can easily be traced to the 
effects of alcohol. 


Sound advice is good, but we are thoroughly 
convinced that it will need far more than advice, 
no matter how good, to save America from this 
curse. It will take the regenerating power of the 
Spirit of God working mightily in the hearts and 
lives of men. It will take the Spirit of God in 
Professing Christians to make them see that they 
must take up the stumbling blocks out of the way 
of their weaker brethren, and not use their liberty 
to bring some brother to a drunkard’s hell. Why 
cannot every Christian have the spirit of Paul in 
this matter? What will it profit us to boast of our 
ability to “drink in moderation,” if our own chil- 
dren become drunken sots? Do we think God will 
not hold us responsible for our influence? 


Our Devotional Reading gives us some sound 
advice when we read: “Be not among wine-bibbers; 
among riotous eaters of flesh: for the drunkar 
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and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsi- 
ness Will clothe a man with rags. It is interesting 
to note the translation of “drowsiness.” In the 
American Translation the word “sottishness” is 
used, and in Moffatt, this phrase: “and revelling 
jeaves a man in rags.” (It was not without meaning 
that the old junk dealers used to go around crying, 
“tags and bottles”—the two belong together, if the 
bottles are whiskey bottles). 


Two Kinds of Dinners: Proverbs 15:13-17. Feast- 
ing and drinking usually go together. One-half of 
the world feasts while the other half fasts—or 
starves. If the grain and fruit and sugar which has 
been wasted in all sorts of strong drink, had been 
fed to the people of the world there would have 
been an abundance for all, and we would not have 
the under-nourished millions whom we read about. 
We are told that, “England is starving to death’; 
that the children are under-fed and dwarfed. How 
much of this heart-rending destitution is due to the 
fact that the grown people have insisted on having 
their drink! The wrong kind of dinners—where the 
wine flows freely, and the food is heavy and 
indigestible —- will mean discontent, bitterness, 
quarrels. 


Strong Drink a Mocker and a Brawler: Proverbs 
20:1. These wise words need no comment. Only the 
foolish will indulge in drink that mocks the one 
who drinks it, and incites to angry quarrels. 


Training Children: Proverbs 22:1-6. We saw this 
in the newspaper “If parents would stop doing the 
things which they do not wish their children to do, 
we would soon have a new world.” This is only 
partly true, for there are parents who do not care, 
and some who even teach their children the vices 
which are destroying them. But most parents do 
not want to see their children drunk: most fathers 
and mothers wish their sons and daughters to have 
“a good name.” How can they, if they are taught 
to drink in the home? “A prudent man foreseeth 
the evil: the prudent father or mother will foresee 
the ruin that will come if the children learn to 
drink. They will teach them the fear of the Lord 
which leads to riches, honor, and life and try to 
keep the thorns and snares out of their way. Woe 
to the parents who train up their children in the 
way they ought not to go, and surely we have sense 
enough to know that the way of drinking is the 
wrong way. 

Liquor “At The Last”: Proverbs 23:19-35. Wine 
and whiskey may look pretty in the glass, may be 
advertised in beautiful colors in our magazines— 
some of them the most popular ones which we find 


on the center tables of Christian people—but these 
colors fade, and the poison comes out—“at the 
last” it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an 
adder.” “At the last,” it brings woe and sorrow, 
contention and babbling, wounds and redness of 
eyes: a confusion of sight, and a perversity of 
heart, a bruised and beaten body and soul, an 
appetite that clamors for another dose of the 
same poisoned dope. 


Ruling Our Own Spirits: Proverbs 25:11, 13, 28. 
If we rule our own spirits, then our tongues will be 
controlled, and not “loosened at both ends,” like 
the drunkard. Did you ever hear a tipsy man talk? 
A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a 
net-work of silver. Did you ever hear a man full 
of drink use fitly spoken words? Does he ever 
refresh the soul as snow or ice on a hot day in 
harvest? 


“He that hath no rule over his spirit is like a 
city that is broken down.” What a true picture of 
the intemperate man, whether that intemperance 
be in food or drink or the lower passions? Ruling 
our spirits is Temperance. 


For Strength and Not For Drunkenness: Ec- 
clesiastes 10:17. Blessed indeed would be our land 
—our Beloved America—if this verse could be 
truly spoken of her!” Blessed art thou, O land, 
when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy 
princes eat in due season, for strength, and not 
for drunkenness! 


Drunkenness and Gluttony in high places is the 
curse of our land and seemingly, of every land, 
today. What a picture we get from our papers of 
the gatherings of our “big” and “great” men! 
Imported liquors to suit the varying tastes of those 
who come from foreign countries, bars filled with 
all the different sorts we manufacture in this land. 
At night we seem to have a continual repitition of 
“Belshazzar’s profane feast.” 


One of our representatives has just recently 
told of our Congressmen being so worn out with 
going from one cocktail party to another, being 
“dined and wined” until they are unfit for anything 
but a drunken bed and a “morning after.” 


Can our land, or any other land, have the 
blessing of God upon it, when we are doing the 
exact opposite of our text—eating for drunkenness, 
and not for strength? Eating Not in “due season,” 
—at the proper time for meals—but eating and 
drinking at all times of day and night, especially 
at all hours of the night? 


May God have mercy upon our land! 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 
August 


Introduction For The Month 
Our Vesper topics for this month center around 
some of the problems of conduct that we face as 
Christian young people, and the answers to all 
these problems can be found if we keep clearly in 
mind the truth expressed in the first topic “Dirt 
or Design?” 


This topic is taken from an article by the same 
title by Dr. Kenneth L, Foreman. The article has 
to do with a person who went into’a restaurant 
to get a cup of coffee. When the coffee was served 
the customer noticed a brown streak around the 
rim of the cup. It looked very much as if the 
cup had only been half washed, but when he 
asked the waitress for a clean cup she informed 
him that the stain was really a part of the cup, a 
part of the design. The point to the article reminds 
us of the fact that often we can let habits so be- 
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come a part of us that we come to think they are 
really a part of the design for our lives, when 
actually they are nothing but accumulated dirt. 
The Vesper topics this month should help us to 
know what is the dirt that must be removed from 
our lives, and what is the divine design that we 
must bring out clearly in our lives. 
——_._>——_—_——_ 


Aug. 3: Dirt Or Design? 


Introduction 


When we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
were born into the family of God our heavenly 
Father began to work in our hearts to make us 
conform to the design that He has for our lives. 
God has a general design for every life. and He 
has a paticular design for each individual life, 
and our lives are a failure unless we find the 
design and let God work His way in us. We are 
a failure in God’s service if we let accumulated 
dirt obscure the divine design. 


Scripture Lesson 


In our program we ought to read some of the 
portions of God’s Word that tell us what His 
general plan for all of us is. 


1. As Vessels. We must be clean. 2 Timothy 
2:20-22. Had we been the customer in the restau- 
rant we would not have been very pleased when 
the waitress set before us a dirty cup, and we 
would never set such a cup before guests in our 
home. Even so we can not offer ourselves to God 
for service unless our lives are clean and holy, 
and God can not send us to people as His mes- 
sengers unless we are clean and holy. 


2. As the Temple. We must be consecrated. 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20. God made His presense known 
in the Temple at Jerusalem in the days of old, but 
since the days of Pentecost the Holy Spirit has 
come to dwell in the heart of every one who be- 
lieves on the Lord Jesus Christ so that it can be 
said to every Christian, “You are a temple of the 
Holy Spirit.”” But the Temple of God in which the 
Spirit of God dwells must be consecrated and 
holy or God can not dwell there and make Him- 
self known from there. 


3. As Epistles. We must be clear. I] Corinthians 
3:2-3. In days of old God wrote His laws on the 
tablets of stone, but now God has written His 
laws into the hearts of those who trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God seeks day 
by day to write out that law in the life of the 
believer. The epistles must give clear testimony 


and not be cluttered up with a lot of things that 
don’t matter. , 


4. As Soldiers We must be controlled. 2 Timothy 
2:3-4. When a man becomes a soldier his superior 
officer not only supplies all his need, but he also 
controls all his life and directs his training: Even 
so as soldiers in the army of the Lord our lives 
must be completely controlled by the Captain of 
our Salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


5. As Sons. We must be consistent. Eph. 5:1-4. 
When we believe in Christ we are born into the 
family of God, and as sons in the family we must 
live a life consistent with our position, a life con- 
sistent with what sons of God ought to be. 


If our lives are to break free of the dirt that 
would obscure and if they are to fully develop 
the design of God we must remember these 
exhortations from the Scriptures. 
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Suggestions 


Some one can tell the story, or you might present 
it in skit form, about “Dirt or Design,” then after 
a talk on the fact that God has a purpose for the . 
lives of those who follow Christ different ones 
could read the Scripture passages concerning God's 
design for us and point out some of the things 
that are the dirt that must go if the purpose js 
to be realized. 

——_—_¢ <—e 


Aug. 10: Dear Miss Ineeda Answer 


Introduction 


The popularity of Dorothy Dix through the 
years and the increasing popularity of problem 
answering programs over the radio bear witness 
to the fact that every day peonle need answers 
to the every day problems of life and are really 
seeking the best answers. 


The best answers always come from the Word of 
God which not only shows us the ri¢ht way but 
also points us to the one who has the power to 
make us able to walk in the rieht way. Let’s study 
a passage from the Word of God that will tell us 
something about what God will do for us through 
His Word. 

Scripture Lesson 
(Prov. 3:1-7) 


1. Remember. Verses 1-4. (a) The Law of God. 
Verse 1. If we will remember the law of God that 
we have heard in His Word that law will lead us 
into the answers that we need. (b) The law of life. 
Verse 2. We are not the first to arrive on the 
scene of this world, and wisdom will not perish 
with us. As we see how men have lived and died 
we see that happiness and lone life are on the 
side of those who follow the law of the Lord. 
(c) The will of God. Verses 3-4. If we take full 
advantage of the Gospel and walk in personal 
fellowship with the Lord He will guide us in the 
way everlasting. 


2. Rely—Verses 5-7. (a) Will of the Lord. Verse 
5. We can’t see the end from the beginning, but 
if we are willing to seek the will of God and do it, 
trusting in the Lord and not in ourselves, then 
God will direct our paths. (b) Way of the Lord. 
Verses 6-7. As God leads us in the way of separa- 
tion from evil and unto righteousness, if we follow 


on God will give us defnite answers as we need 
them. 


The answers to the problems of life do not 
come from our own wisdom, but they come _as 
we remember the law of the Lord and rely on Him 
for wisdom and guidance. 


Suggestions 


It might be a good idea to let the group hand 
in some problems for which they need answers 
the week before this program. After some one 
has given a devotional study on the above Scrip- 
ture lesson, some one else can then conduct the 
question hour, The questions received should be 
sorted and those to be answered given to certain 
ones who will study up on the question and bring 
in their answers with definite Scripture to support 
each answer. 


Too many Christian young people want the 
preacher to be their conscience for them, or else 
they want to be able to turn to a chapter an 
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verse and there find the definite answer to their 
problems. But it is not that easy. God sets down 
principles of guidance for us in His Word, He 
plants His Spirit in our hearts and places His 
Word in our hands, and then promises that if we 
are willing to do His will He will reveal the 
doctrine to us. Emphasize this attitude and then 
work through some of the problems with Bible 


in hand, 
——— 


Aug. 17: Small But Potent 
Introduction 


Often we have heard people say, “Every time 
I open my mouth I put my foot in it.” Well, I 
suppose that’s a figure of speech that it not to be 
taken literally, but there is one thing that is 
literally true—the way we open our mouths reveals 
to people what we are. Speech is the God-given 
means by which we express ourselves to others, 
and what we say reveals what we are inside. 


The Bible has much to say about our speech, 
but one of the most vital and interesting treat- 
ments in all the Word of God is the graphic 
description of speech and its dangers in the Epistle 
of James, chapter 3. Let’s study this passage and 
see if we don’t better understand our tongues. 


Scripture Lesson 
(James 3:1-18) 


1. Care in Teaching. Verse 1. The highest use 
that we can make of our tongues is to tell others 
of God in Christ as He is presented to us in the 
Word, but we must take care for we can say so 
many things that may not be true and will thus 
misrepresent God. We should all desire to use our 
tongues to tell others of God, but with reverent 
care, 


2. Consecration in Life. Verse 2. But if our 
verba] testimony is to ring true we must have a 
life that is consecrated, all on the altar, for our 
ry 7 truly consecrated, then we can tell others 
of Go 


3. Control in Speaking. Verses 3-8. But until we 
can control our speaking our consecration is not 
what it should be. Just as the rudder on a ship 
is a small thing yet bends the great ship to its 
course, even so the tongue is a small member 
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that can guide life into great channels for good or 
it can cause great harm. Unless we are careful 
to control the tongue it will speak great things that 
will cause great evil. 


4, Consistent with the Heart. Verses 9-18. James 
finally closes, after pointing out the good and 
the evil that can come by the tongue, by pointing 
to the inconsistent way most of us use our tongue. 
At one time, and under certain conditions we bless 
God, and then when the conditions change we may 
curse or say something mean and ugly. This indi- 
cates that in our heart of hearts we have not let 
Christ have full control. If self is the fountain of 
our lives we then shall speak good or ill, depending 
on what we wish to gain for ourselves. But when 
Christ rules we speak only that which is good and 
true. 


We need to take care in what we say for God, 
for only as we are truly consecrated to God will 
what we say be true and blessed of God. To speak 
well for God we must remember to control our 
tongue for it has great power for good or for il} 
But we can not control our tongue unless we 
have surrendered to Christ the control of our lives. 


Suggestions 


Study James, chapter 3, probably be a good idea 
to use one of the modern speech translations, or 
the Revised Standard Version. After studying the 
passage you might discuss some of the following 
questions: 


1. If Christ reigns in the heart can the mouth 
be used for profanity? Profanity is being used by 
more people, in movies and in What does 
it indicate? Why do men use profanity? Here are 
some suggested reasons: force of habit, every- 
body is doing it, to be smart, to let off steam, 
just plain vicious. Can any of these reasons be 
valid in the life of a Christian? 


2. If Christ reigns in the heart in love can we 
spread gossip and stories of the sins of others with 
our mouths? Read First Corinthians 13 in Moffatt’s 
translation. 


8. If Christ really lives in our hearts will our 
mouths be always talking about the things that 
don’t really matter much and never be able to 
speak a word of love and appreciation for Him? 





—_— 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Women Share In Home 
Visitation Evangelism 


By Mrs. John J. Hayes 


The women of Central Presbyterian Church in 
Little Rock, Ark., are enthusiastic indeed, regarding 
their recent experience in Home Visitation Evan- 
gelism. Of the fourteen teams which worked under 
our minister, the Rev. Claud D. Wardlaw, during 
the able and consecrated leadership of Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, five were composed of women only, two 
of men and seven of husband and wife. 


Most of us embarked on this spiritual adventure 
with timid and rather trembling hearts. But because 
Jesus in giving His great Commission, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations...” also gave us 
the promise, “and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world,” we were led to 
set out with keen anticipation, armed with God’s 
word, “expecting great things of God.” Truly we 
were rewarded for our efforts, for in the four 
nights of visitation, we secured forty-eight persons, 
twelve of whom were first commitments to Christ, 
It was simply glorious. With follow-up work, there 
were fifty-five received into the church on Feb. 
9th. Fourteen adults and one child were first 
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commitments to Christ. What a marvelously heart- 
warming day! The Holy Spirit was with us and 
His presence felt as eyes glistened with tears and 
hearts in silent praise and thanksgiving shouted, 
“Halleluia!’”’ 


Of course as in any new venture, there were 
some mistakes, but also some unexpectedly good 
points. Let me share them with you. Perhaps vou 
will benefit. 


Never make the mistake of sending a team 
of two women to a home where there is a man 
and wife. It would be wiser to send a married 
couple. I know of two couples whom we failed to 
secure, although in each case a team of fine con- 
secrated women did the calling. We can never be 
sure, but we hope for a greater gathering in 
when a team of husband and wife make the visit- 
ation. On the other hand, the teams of women 
were most successful in calling on and securing 
women for Christ, and the work of the church. 


The Holy Spirit led us in making our plans to 
have the teams report back to the pastor’s study 
each night after calling. There we exchanged 
experiences. The enthusiasm of a successful couple 
communicated itself to others and those with 
disappointments or grave concern were encouraged 
by talking over the “approach” or method, and 
by the concerted prayers of other teams. These 
- fine after-visitation experiences knit together our 
souls in holy bonds of Christian fellowship that 
were heart-warming, indeed. 


Let not the climax Sunday, when you welcome 
new members, be the end of the matter. It may 
be expedient to set a periodic time for personal 
workers to meet and go out as the early disciples 
went under Jesus’ direction, seeking souls for the 
Kingdom. If the prospect list grows slim, then 
“shepherd” the new members by calls, or try to en- 
liven some of the inactive church members, of 
— are all too many in practically every 
ehure 


Should there be much unused talent in your 
Auxiliary, or if your church needs a tonic, then 
make plans at once to engage in a Home Visitation 
Evangelism program. Get in touch with Dr. Th 
son for information about preparation. Begin 
compiling a prospect list immediately. Start one 
or more prayer groups which will continue through 
the successful climax. Then, may you too, know 
the glory and abundant joy of a “mountain top 
experience” under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


—_—@———— 


Home Missions In Louisiana 


Near the banks of Red River, twelve miles 
Southwest of Alexandria, Louisiana, stands a little 
country church which has meant much in the 
lives of a once neglected people. 


About the year 1934, Dr. O. C. Williamson, 
then pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, found these people holding prayer 
meetings in different homes in the community. 
He offered to help. Soon they were worshipping in 
a brush-arbor. In a year or two the people had 
built a neat little church and later a manse. This 
became an outpost mission of Alexandria First 
Church. In 1936, Rev. J. F. Naylor was called, He 
and his wife lived among the people, ministering 
to them for nearly four years. 
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_On January 3, 1941, Rev. E. 8. Brainard and 
his wife moved into this field, serving for n 
six years. During this pastorate, a church of about 
87 members was organized on May 13, 1945, with 
the name Palmer Memorial, Bible Schools were 
held each year with an attendance of from gj 
to eighty. A devotional of Bible stories and Gospel 
hymns was conducted weekly in the community 
public school by the pastor and his wife. 


_ Palmer Memorial has been without a pastor for 
eight months, but they are eagerly looking forward 
to the coming of Mr. Harold Borchert and his wife 
in June to take up the work. 


Thus, this once neglected community, having 
had the Bible faithfully preached and taught for 
more than a dozen years, is facing the future with 
a faith in God and a will to go forward in His 
service. 


Mrs. E. S. Brainard, 
Synodical Secretary, 
Assembly’s Home Missions, 
isiana. 
Jackson, La. 


Week-Day Bible Club 


In October, 1945, your Secretary of Synod’s 
and Presbytery’s Home Missions, who was not an 
officer in the Auxiliary at that time, saw a need 
for the little children in her community who were 
not attending a Sunday School to have some kind 
of religious teaching. She had seen the need, but 
how, when or where to begin she did not know. 
As she talked with a close friend about this, he 
quoted God’s word to her, which told her what to 
do. He said: “Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” 
Psalm 37:5. From that day she began to pray, com- 
mitting it all into His keeping and trusting com- 
— in Him to open the way to meet this great 
n 


One night as she lay awake she had what may 
be called a vision or better still she believes it 
was the voice of the Lord speaking to her, The 
voice said: “There are many little children in the 
neighborhood of your church who need to know 
me and my Son. You have seen this, it is true. 
You want to do something for them, don’t you? 
Why not have a class for them one day a week at 
the church? There you have all the equipment 
needed for teaching little children.” She prayed 
earnestly about this idea before telling her friend. 
Her friend thought it a good idea. More prayer 
= Plans were in the making to begin the 
wor 


Through the co-operation of the principal of a 
downtown public school, a list of children of pri- 
mary age not attending Sunday School was se 
cured. The session of the church approved this 
work. The deacons gave their support, also. Sev- 
eral weeks before we began, with the help of our 
Director of Religious Education and several young 
girls of the church—visits were made to these 
homes. This was followed up with a Written invi- 
tation to each child. 


_On a cold, rainy day in April—aApril 6, 1946— 
our first class was begun. Ten little children came, 
nine who were not attending any Sunday School. 
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For almost two years now we have been meet- 
ing every week, winter and summer. Our children 
are from four to eleven years of age. In our pro- 
gram We have worship, prayer, Bible stories, Bible 
verses, handwork, and some recreation. We always 
try to teach them at least one Bible verse, as well 
as songs, prayers, etc. In these almost two years, 
seventy children have entered our doors for re- 
ligious teaching. Our present enrollment is thirty- 
six children. Our attendance is good, with of 
course a few exceptions. Many of these children 
have attended our Vacation Bible Schools since 
this class was begun, some receiving certificates. 
About fifteen of these children have enrolled in 
our Sunday School, but as we must expect, these 
children do not come to Sunday School often. 
Some children will not come on Sunday morning 
when there is no encouragement from their par- 
ents to come. This is why we must have this class 
on the week-day for them. 


Our first aim, of course, is to teach the little 
child to know God, the loving Heavenly Father, 
and His only Son Jesus Christ, with the hope of 
getting him to Sunday School and then in time to 
accept Christ as his Saviour from sin. Our second 
aim is to reach the parents through the child. 


Our work is supported by funds given to your 
Secretary by our Director of Religious Education 
which comes through the deacons of the church, 
and also through contributions from loving friends 
who are interested in this work. 


Our class is not a mission, nor a chapel. It is 
more like Sunday School. It is just a week-da 
class in religious teaching, meeting one day a we 
at the church to try to reach the children in the 
neighborhood who are not attending Sunday 
School. We also have some children who go to 
Sunday School who like to come for more of His 
truth on a week-day. 


The Lord has spoken to your Secretary as he 
says: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you... that ye should go and ig | forth fruit, 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you.” John 15:16. He has 
chosen me to plant seeds of truth in the hearts of 
little children. I must not fail Him who trusts me 
with this task. 


Enise Kirby, Secretary, 

Synod’s & Presbytery’s Home Missions, 
First Presbyterian Church, 

Augusta, Georgia, 


Who Goes To MontreatP 
August 7-10 


For the first time there will be a special con- 
ference at Montreat for young adults throughout 
our General Assembly. If your church has an 
ative young group, won’t you encourage that 
group to send delegates to the Conference, August 


-10? Posters and information have been sent to. 


every pastor and to Regional Directors. Publicity 
has been given to this important conference at all 
of the Synodical Training Schools which have been 
eld. More recently personal letters have been sent 
to over thirty group leaders, requesting informa- 
tion concerning their groups, the plan being to use 
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such facts in one of the afternoon conferences, to- 
gether with reports from delegates who are present. 


The young adult work of our Church is growing 
rapidly and it is the hope of those planning this 
conference that there will be a representative 
group of young adults who will during those days, 
August 7-10, think and plan and share together 
that this part of the adult work of our Church 
may be strengthened and greatly accelerated. 
Opening on Thursday evening, August 7, this 
conference continues through Sunday evening, at 
which time Dr. C. Darby Fulton will speak on 
“The World View.” Dr. Fulton has recently re- 
turned from a survey of the mission work of our 
Church in the Orient, and has a stirring, as well as 
thrilling, message to give to that conference, 


If you have not seen the attractive poster an- 
nouncing this conference, won’t you ask your 
pastor where it is displayed, that you may know 
firsthand more about it? Encourage some young 
adults in your church to register at once for that 
conference. Montreat has much to give every 
member of our Church—let’s see that the young 
adults have their share this season! 


—_—_——~<>_——_ 


Visitation Evangelism 
Programs In Demand 


By Rev. Howard H. Thompson, D.D. 


Director Assembly’s Committee 
On Evangelism 


The eagerness with which the general church is 
requesting Visitation Evangelism Training Pro- 
grams is indicated by the large number of these 
already arranged for the autumn, Most of these 
have been planned in church centers with a set-up 
to reach all the adjacent areas. These programs 
consist of instruction for the ministers each morn- 
ing about 10:00 o’clock, for approximately an hour 
and a half, with this instruction then relayed to 
the local church each evening by the pastor or 
some guest minister. The suggested time for the 
evening meetings is about six o’clock, with an 
hour allotted for supper and instruction and two 
hours for the visitation. Churches within a radius 
of 50 miles of the training center may participate 
by making their preparation along with the local 
churches and their ministers going in for the 
instruction each morning. 


With this outreach arrangement many more 
churches have the privilege of co-operating in the 
endeavor and in sharing the thrill of a great 
company of men, women, and young people working 
in this stimulating service. The program usually 


‘begins on Sunday afternoon with a mass-meeting 


rally of the ministers and all lay workers. The 
supper-instruction periods begin with Monday 
night and continue through Thursday night. 


Among those definitely arranged to date for the 
autumn are: 


Charleston, S, C,, October 19th-23rd, Rev. 
Samuel S. Wiley, pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Anderson, S. C., leading. 
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Miami, Fla., October 5th-9th, Rev. Cecil Thomp- 
son, Professor Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., leading. 


Roanoke, Va., Nov., 9th-13th, Dr. Hugh S. 
Bradley, pastor, First Church, Decatur, Ga., 
leading. 


Huntington, W. Va., Nov. 16th-20th, Dr. D. B. 
Walthall, Director Religious Education Kentucky 
and West Virginia, leading. 


Those to be led by the Director of Evangelism, 
Dr. H. H. Thompson, during this season are: 
Dallas, Tex., October 5th-9th; Tampa, Oct. 12th- 
16th; Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 19th-23rd; Lexington 
Presbytery, Oct. 26th-30th; Fort Worth, Tex., Nov. 
2nd-6th; Chattanooga, Tenn., Nov. 9th-13th; Rich- 
mond, Va., Nov. 16th- 20th; Charleston, W. Va., 
Nov. 30th-Dec. 4th; Austin, Tex., Dec. 7th-11th. 


Here are opportunities for churches in and near 
these church centers to employ the most fruitful 
evangelistic emphasis of our generation; here are 
opportunities for ministers to go far away for 
their churches to take part to come and familiarize 
themselves with this Lay Evengelism with the 

urpose of putting it on in their own fields later; 
eos are opportunities for the entire church to be 
much in earnest prayer that all of these endeavors 
may be rich spiritual experiences and seasons of 
great ingatherings of the unsaved. 


——— 


Thirty-Fifth Annual Report 


Committee On Woman's Work 
Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 


The thirty-fifth Annual Report of the Committee 
on Woman’s Work was submitted to the General 
Assembly, May 30, 1947, at Montreat, N. C. This 
Report was prepared by the Secretary of Woman’s 
Work, Miss Janie W. McGaughey, and was pre- 
sented to the Assembly by the Assistant Secretary, 
Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, in the absence of the 
_Secretary. It is always interesting to know how 
the Report is developed and always encouraging to 
see the growth in the woman’s work of our Church. 
Copies of the Report were distributed to the com- 
missioners attending the Assembly; copies have 
been distributed to members of the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Synodical and Presbyterial Presi- 
dents and to local Auxiliary presidents. Other 
copies are available on request. A careful reading 
of this Report will give deep satisfaction to the 
thoughtful, earnest woman, and at the same time 
will leave her challenged with work yet to be done. 
The reading of this Report by every woman of the 
Church would be most profitable. Men of the 
Church will find in it much that will interest and 
stimulate them also in their church service. 


The Annual Report booklet includes a list of all 
Birthday Gifts, 1922-1946, and amounts given; 
brief reports from each of the Synodical Presi- 
dents; the Annual report of the Treasurer of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work; and the last two 
pages are given to statistical tables, that sum- 
marize the work: number of members; number of 
auxiliaries; members of general and business 
woman’s circles; gifts to benevolences and to local 
church work, and total contributions, In brief 
compass—47 pages—is information concerning a 
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great work that has been done by the 225,19) 
women of the Church. The gifts alone totaled $9. 
225,008, a decided increase over the previous yea. 


The Narrative Report is planned as follows: 
Introduction; Our Women Prove Their Love fo 
Christ Through the Year, Month by Month, Day 
by Day; Significant Evidences of in 
Year’s Work; Special Events on the Office Calep. 
oi. a. for oe Rn. ga of the Ap 
sembly; Conclusion, e following exce 
taken from the Introduction: “—o 


“With deep gratitude to our Heavenly Father 
for His signal blessings and seal of approval upon 
the work of the Women of the Church this year, 
the Committee on Woman’s Work submits to the 
General Assembly this Thirty-fifth Annual Report, 
The record of the study, prayers, gifts and service 
on the part of the women of the 2692 local Auxi. 
liaries throughout our Church is one marked by 
definite increases in almost every phase of our 
program of Woman’s Work. In many ways women 
all over our Church showed the proof of their 
love for Christ and His Church. 


“Mindful of the special emphasis of the Assembly 
for this year on United Stewardship Enlistment, 
effort has been made to translate into life the 
definition of Stewardship as adopted for this move- 
ment which is as follows: ‘Christian Stewardship 
is the practice of systematic ‘and proportionate 
giving of time, abilities and material possessions 
based on the conviction that these are a trust from 
God to be used in His service for the benefit of 
all mankind.’ “This year has been characterized 
also, by a renewed concern for and practice of 
evangelism, realizing as our Moderator, Dr. J. B. 
Green, said in a message to the women through 
“Presbyterian Women:” 


‘Evangelism and Stewardship belong together. 
Stewardship in its full scope and signiticence 
includes Evangelism. There is a Stewardship of 
the Gospel. This is indeed our principal Steward 
ship. The Stewardship of life, talents, influence 
and money is practiced for the sake of the Gospel. 
As Christians we are trustees of the Gospel.’” 


The Standing Committee on Woman’s Work noted 
the following: ‘It would be highly profitable to our 
Church and to the Kingdom of Christ if every 
minister, elder, and deacon should read carefully 
the Annual Report of the Committee on Woman's 
Work ... The Assembly’s Committee on Womans 
Work reports a marked advance in this work in 
terms of Membership and Gifts, During the past 
year the number of Auxiliaries has increased by 73, 
the number of members by 15,305, and gifts to all 
Causes have increased by the sum of $300,096— 
We especially call attention to the all-high record 
1946 Birthday Offering of $125,827.46, an increase 
of $15,030 over the previous record offering made 
in 1945. Every Auxiliary in the Assembly 
in this offering, We cite the expanded program 
of field service in Woman’s Work.” The Standing 
Committee recommended “that the Assembly re 
cord its gratitude for the loyalty, devotion, and 
zeal of the women of our Church.” Following the 
presentation of the report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, the Assembly was led 
in prayer by the Moderator, Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham, for the complete restoration to health of 
Miss McGaughey, and for the continued blessing 
of God upon the Woman’s Work of our Church. 
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Personal ce In " CRG Nl MY YYW 
ee so ——megapes 

Have you,too, GABA 
One summer vacation from Bible School, find- — + 


ing myself dangerously low on funds, I took a job orgotten ececes 
ssa waitress for a month. While there my heart ina your 

ached for the girls with whom I worked, for their Y; S SS 
ives seemed so shallow and empty. I was burdened y a WS 
for one girl especially, a vivacious, fun loving Yo Myo Lui wy 
girl who was engaged to a West Point cadet. Oh, ; ag See, — 


how I prayed for her, longing for a chance to 
~ 


witness to re 4 I joven ae ew heard og 
: t he rents were Christian people. = 
Gospel, and tha r pa peop oN ~— 


One morning she came to work with a very 
shamefaced expression and a black eye! She had 
been in a night club brawl with another girl— 
both had been drinking—and her one fear was 
that her fiance would hear of it. I felt I just had 
to help her, and since I was going to leave for 
ghool in a few days, it seemed natural to ask her 
to have lunch with me 2 day off. oe > 
Tie stele ta tae a ue ally so co A prominent woman sat in her attorney’s office dis- 

cussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
tae paige 4 one =e a had known her and her relatives, she asked him if 
to conquer it. I found the dear girl more than she had forgotten anyone who should be remem- 
ready to hear of the Sin Bearer who. had already bered in her will. 
conquered sin.and who could give all who receive F 
Him victory over it. All I had asked of the Lord The attorney thought a while and then said: “Yes, 


was an opening to tell her of Jesus, and I found you have forgotten Jesus.” She thanked him, and 


a ow — ep t waith gh made a substantial provision for the work of our 


dripping between her fingers, she prayed and asked Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


ae tos and ft te yy pF me x A Pie If you wish to name the Executive Committee of 


chose to speak through me. She went back to her Foreign Missions in your will, the following form 
job to fearlessly witness to the other girls whom of bequest should be used: 
I had failed to win, and has been a good friend 


tome via U. S. mails ever since that great day. “I give, devise and bequeath to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 


— Pr ga sa ial iil States, a corporation organized under the 
herrill’s urch. We have closed a . . 
very successful Vacation Bible School at this laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
Church. a A was . om | time A the —— at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of 

mers we had a good enrollment and most regular , ree 
attendance. We had our closing exercises on Sab- (or the following property, to wit:............ ) 


= er gn pt. yen saan For full information and assistance in making a 


for Sunday School rooms. Mr. Caudill was with us bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 
and drew up plans for our new building. 
K.P. Curry B. Hearn - Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
From One Of Our Missionaries Presbyterian Church In The U. S. 


“I am so thankful for our Father’s loving kind- Nashville 1, Tenn. 
ness through my 77 years of happy mission life. alee: oan a ei ite 
pg am retarning my suneeey. ree, yy 

u, Mr. Hearn, for our self-denial for fore . 
nissions, wishing it could be more. Hope all that Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


is asked for at this time shall be received, and our Perha i ivi i 
" ’ ps you have put off this privilege of dis- 
efforts.” richest blessings shall crown At el posing of your property exactly in accordance 
——_— + __ with your wishes. Perhaps your will should be 
re-written to meet changing conditions. In either 
SOUTH CAROLINA event, consult your attorney. Only a good law- 
ycethel Presbytery meets in summer session at yer can give your will the legal attention it 


an Wyck Presbyterian Church, Van Wyck, S. C., ia oesl i 
on Tuesday, July 15. 1947, at 9:30 A.M. must have to avoid serious mistakes. 


W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 
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‘THE Book For Our Time!’ 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,” and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


$3.00 
Postpaid 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
masterpiece!’ —Frank S. Mead, Christian 


Herald. 











OFFER Goop ONLY UNTIL Aucust 1, 1947 
WRITE DIRECT TO 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN .JOURNAL' 
WEAVERVILLE.NORTH CAROLINA 


SR SBas 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain! 
A Copy Of 


“ THEREFORE STAND” 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of « friend of The Southern | 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who | 
will send us one subscription to The Southern : 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who ' 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get j 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- | 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy | 
postpaid. 


a 


a i i i 


i 


i i i i 





. 
; 
7 
7 
> 
- 
> 
4 
b 


teoetprowarsetos Bmw 


BOOK REVIEWS 


a 


INTRODUCING THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 


By Archibald M. Hunter. Published by the West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


“Introducing the New Testament” is written for 
the ordinary reader and may be understood by 
either minister or laymen with a limited knowledge 
of Biblical criticism. We are told how the New 
Testament came into being and its chief books 
are passed in review. 


Dr. Hunter believes that although there is a 
diversity in literary forms and specimens in the 
New Testament, there is an evident unity. We are 
reminded that a little knowledge of the New 
Testament may incline a man to regard it as a 
literary hotch-potch, but a deeper study will bring 
the mind around to a conviction of its essential 
unity. The author presents this thought in graphic 
language. “Beneath the obvious diversity of the 
New Testament there is a deep and fundamental 
unity of message; a unity that must have been 
felt by those men who gathered the twenty-seven 
books together to form a cannon. A musical 
metaphor will perhaps make the point clearer: if 
there were in the New Testament many musicians 
playing different instruments one dominant theme 


sounds through all their music.” This theme is, 
“The Story of Salvation.” It is a story of how God 
decisively intervened in human history in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. It is the story of the 
completion of God’s saving purpose for His people. 
“In brief, it is the same God Who speaks to us 
both in the Old and the New Testaments,” as it is 
“One purpose of God which is being fulfilled 
throughout both, one ple of God, the story of 
which is being told from Abel to the Apostolic 
age.” 


The first part of this book deals with introduc 
tory material such as why we study the New 
Testament, language, text, and cannon, and the 
contents of the New Testament. Part two discusses 
the four Gospels. Part three gives six chapters on 
the Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline writings. 
Part four interprets the significance of the other 
New Testament books, — Hebrews, James, the 
letters of John and Peter and Revelation. 


We do not accept all the conclusions of Dr. 
Hunter. We feel that he is mistaken in ado 
the theory that John “the Elder” is the author of 
the Gospel according to Saint John rather than the 
Apostle John. We also fail to follow him when 
he says that John, the fourth Evangelist, is n0 
the author of Revelation. The author he th 
“John the Seer” is not the same as John te 
Evangelist, according to his opinion. Viewed 8 
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a whole this book should be an excellent tool for 
working pastors when read with discernment. The 


author writes with remarkable clarity and even 
though technical questions are discussed the book 
js easy reading. 


—John R. Richardson. 


——~———. 


A FREE WORLD 


By Edwin H. Rian, LL.D. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. 


The will for freedom has been a central issue 
in every century. The human spirit demands free- 
dom as the lungs demand air. Dr. Rian ins this 
timely book by a consideration of the cry for free- 
dom within the human heart. He gives an up-to- 
date picture of the modern struggle of man for 
independence, As a sequel] to this he offers a mag- 
nificent exposition of the freedoms of man based 
on the Moral Law. He contends that: “The world’s 
greatest document annunciating the foundation 
norms for man’s relation with man is the Bible. 
The Bible is true; it tells what we should believe 
and how we should live; it is the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice.” He points out that the 
Ten Commandments are the summation of the per- 
fect Moral Law of God, and that these Laws are 
just as authoritative for the people of today as 
they were in the time of Moses. He feels that the 
Church has a grand opportunity to speak of 
foundering Americans who are listening to the 
honeyed words of political salvation coming from 
the voice of Collectivism. The Church can meet 
this subtle danger by directing the peoples of the 
world to the principles of Freedom. 


“The Freedom of Life” is an exposition of the 
Sixth Commandment. Dr. Rian believes that in this 
mandate we have the foundation for the life of 
man and all the freedoms which he enjoys. With- 
out it civilization would cease to exist and life on 
this planet would follow the law of the jungle. He 
reminds us that the eminent jurist, Blackstone, 
recognized the fact that man received life from 
God and maintained that the starting point for 
human law is the contemplation of the infant in 
the mother’s womb. He makes a strong plea for 
the recognition of this first right being convinced 
that all the other rights will logically follow. 


“The Freedom of the Family” deals with the 
Seventh Commandment which guards the sanctity 
of the home. This is a strong chapter on the re- 
sponsibilities of the family in our democratic form 
of government, 


The author groups the Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not steal,” and the Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not covet,” into his next chapter with the 
heading, “The Freedom of Property.” Much dis- 
criminating thought has gone into this section and 
should correct faulty thinking on this subject. 
Here the author reveals the weaknesses of both 
socialism and communism. He reaches this con- 
clusion: “Private property has many pitfalls and 
leads to many abuses, but it is essential to free- 
dom in the world and to ethical culture of man in 
society. It must be preserved.” 


Next in order of the freedoms is “The Freedom 
of a Good Name.” Here the Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor,” 


is considered and the author affirms that this is 
the capstone to the rights of man and the guar- 
antee of all the other rights. He insists that truth 
is sacred, essential, and eternal, and partakes of 
the substratum of the Divine character. It is the 
foundation of the physical and moral order of the 
universe. 


The closing chapter seeks to determine “The 
Source Of Freedom.” Dr. Rian explains that the 
source of freedom is not found in the uncertain- 
ties of shifting majorities or the whims of the elec- 
torate, but in God. To put it in his words: “The 
only governments that can possibly interpret the 
freedoms of life and give full sway to the rights 
of men are those which recognize that freedom in 
its various expressions and spheres originates with 
God and is a natural law apart from the will of 
society.” It is the obligation of Americans and 
Christians to “let freedom ring,” for God has given 
it to us. 


The author concludes with a distinct Christian 
note: “Jesus Christ is the Fountain-Head of true 
freedom. The Spirit of God implants the Divine 
life in human hearts and men are enabled to ac- 
cept the Saviour. Thus one’s true liberation. Man’s 
will is lost in the will of God... A truly free so- 
ciety is impossible without men who are spiritually 
and morally free.” 


This book makes good reading at any time but 
is especially appropriate as an Independence Da 
message. It deserves to be placed on the shelf wit 
the best expositions of the Mora] Law. The author 
of “The Presbyterian Conflict” has another good 
book to his credit. —John R. Richardson. 


——— 


With C. T. Studd In Congo Forest. By Norman 
P. Grubb. Published by The Zondervan Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., Price $2.50. The 
record of the “Heart of Africa Mission” and its 
workers, the men and women who heard the call 
to follow Christ and answered it. The author is the 
son-in-law of C. T. Studd, founder of the World- 
Wide Evangelization Crusade, in England. 


Ann Judson, Heroine of Burma. By Basil Miller. 
Published by The Zondervan Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. Basi] Miller gives a 
thrilling account of Ann Judson from a pleasant 
a England town to the steaming jungles of 

urma. 


On The China Road. By Martha L. Moennick. 
Published by The Zondervan Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. A contribution to mis- 
sionary literature. A record of what the blood of 
Christ can do in redeeming slaves, lepers, and 
demon-possessed persons. 


Spurgeon’s Autobiography. Edited by David 
Otis Fuller. Published by The Zondervan Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. A con- 
densation of Dr. Fuller’s “Spurgeon Library.” An 
account of the famous preacher’s subtle wit and 
solid spirituality. 


Plain Talks On Romans. By Wendell P. Loveless. 
Published by The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago, Ill. Price $3.50. An exposition of Saint 
Paul’s letter to the Romans in simple language 
emphasizing practical Christian experience. Con- 
tains much helpful homiletical material. 
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THE WHEREABOUTS OF GOD 


By Peter H. Pleune. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 185 pages. $1.75. 


The Whereabouts of God is a collection of 
twenty-three sermons by a preacher well known to 
Southern Presbyterians, the Rev. Peter H. Pleune. 
The book derives its title from the first sermon 
in the collection. 


These sermons have much to commend them. 
They are pointed, easily understood, and freely 
illustrated. Many are on subjects of perennial 
interest. The titles invite attention. 


Like a great many published sermons, however, 
these are typical, The test of a sermon is never 
the response of an audience, nor the quality of its 
title and illustrations, but its faithfulness in de- 
claring the Word of God, A preacher is most apt 
to declare that Word, when he deals seriously with 
its words, explaining and applying them. A re- 
grettable feature of these sermons is their fre- 
quent disparagement of doctrine and of making 
distinctions between modernism and orthodoxy. 
The reviewer was impressed by this most, however: 
the failure in a collection of so many sermons to 
declare what is most prominent in the Scriptures 
—the Gospel of Christ’s saving work for, and its 
call to, lost sinners. —Adrian De Young. 


—_—p—__ 


Now Therefore Arise! 
By Joseph Hopper, Th.D.* 


At a recent meeting of seventeen missionaries 
at Chunju, Korea, the Korea Mission of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., was reorganized, field con- 
ditions reviewed, and prayers and plans made for 
the advance of our mission work. 


During this meeting, notice was taken of the 
fact that since the last meeting of our Korea Mis- 
sion in 1940 seven of our Korea missionaries have 
been called to their heavenly home. Their names 
are as follows: Rev. W. F. Bull, D.D., Rev. H. D. 
McCallie, Miss Julia Martin, Mr. W. A. Venable. 


Mrs. W. B. Harrison, Mrs. William Hollister, and 
Miss Georgia Hewson. 


After the death of Moses. the servant of the 
Lord, God said to Joshua: “Moses my servant is 
dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 
thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do 
give them, even to the children of Israel.” A sim- 
ilar call comes to us today. Many of our mission- 
aries “rest from their labors; and their works do 
follow them.” Now therefore arise! Go over the 
Jordan. In the strength of the Lord do the im- 
possible. Possess the promised land. 


“Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ, Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle.” 


*Missionary to Korea. 
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Preaching To The Unsaved 


By Rev. W. Earle Stevens, Jr. 
Shreveport, La. 


What does it mean to you that a man seated in 
your congregation Sunday morning is not a Chris. 
tian? Does it merely mean that he is not as good 
as others, has not been baptized, is not a member 
of your Church. Or does it mean that he is one 
“without Christ,” a living example of the greatest 
tragedy in the family of men, who has missed 
God’s primary purpose in life for him, whose life 
is without foundation, and who is struggling in 
darkness; “without hope,” who is living in fear of 
death, and who will spend eternity in hell and the 
lake of fire; and “without God in the world,” not 
only living apart from God, but now abiding under 
the wrath and condemnation of the Great Judge, 


Can it be true that unsaved man’s condition has 
become so commonplace to us ministers of the 
Gospel that we are unconcerned and other things 
have a more prominent place in our ministry? 


Can our souls rest while men perish without 
Christ? Are we undisturbed while our neighbor 
fights a losing warfare against sin and we have 
the only One who can give him victory over it? 


It is said that D. L. Moody never preached on 
the eternal state of the unbeliever without tears 
in his eyes because of the reality of men living 
forever in that awful place. William Burns, the 
apostle to China, while walking one day down 
Argyle Street in the City of Glasgow, Scotland, 
was suddenly overcome as the multitudes passed 
by hurrying up and down that busy street “with- 
out Christ, without hope, and without God in ithe 
world.” He broke out into sobs and, rushing into 
an alley, he fell upon his knees and cried: “O God, 
these perishing souls break my heart. 


Is our heart moved by the challenge of that un- 
saved man in the congregation on the Lord’s Day? 
Do we burn within for his salvation? Do we preach 
a living message to a dying man? 


What a privilege is ours to minister the un- 
searchable riches of God in Christ. What an honor 
is placed upon us as preachers to be used of God 
in turning the heart of man to the Saviour. We 
should be all but overcome when we realize that 
the Lord God should place His treasure in us, mere 
earthen vessels. - 

We are never free from the responsibility con- 
nected with this privileze. We are labourers to- 
gether with God. We have been called to be wit- 
nesses of Christ to the unsaved “to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 


and from the power of Satan to God, that they 


may receive the forgiveness of sins, and inherit 
med among them that are sanctified by faith.” 
Woe is unto us if we preach not the Gospel. 


Ten Boys Who Became Famous. By Basil Miller. 
Published” by The Zondervan Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. This book tells the 
story of ten boys who soucht the answer to making 
the most of their lives. Ten pen-portraits i 
discussing such Christian leaders as Augustine, 
Martin Luther, John Bunyan, John Calvin, ete. 

Ten Girls Who Became Famous. By Basil Miller. 
Published by The Zondervan Book House, Grand 
Rapids. Mich. Price $1.00. A companion work to 
“Ten Boys Who Became Famous.” Biographical 
material related in a fascinating manner. 





























